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President ’s Letter

ANNOUNCEMent
Dorothy Gardner,
member of GCSB as
well as the Lotusland
Board of Directors,
has shared the exciting news that Lotusland recently made
the decision to name Rebecca
Anderson as its permanent Executive Director. Dorothy chaired the
Search Committee working with
a consultant, Koya Leadership
Partners (Chicago).
Dorothy reports that “in spite of
Covid, we were able to see that
out of some 60-plus candidates
who manifested interest, my committee found Rebecca to be head
and shoulders above any competitor. We were lucky to get her.
Good thinker, articulate, etc. We
are thrilled.”
Also serving on the Search Committee were fellow Garden Club
members, Susanne Tobey and Dan
Bifano.

“When we are no longer able to change a situation,
we are challenged to change ourselves.”
—Victor E. Frank

Although the format of meetings and activities will differ from the past,
GCA and our capable Committee Chairs are working hard to provide you
with exceptional opportunities to learn, grow and stay connected.
For the first time ever all SBGC members will be able to virtually attend
such events as the Shirley Meneice Horticulture Conference, the Conservation Study Conference, the GCA Photography Conference, the NAL
Conference, the Floral Design Conference and the GCA Annual Meeting.
Beginning the first Monday in October and continuing throughout the
year, we will be sending out a zoom link to all members enabling you to
attend a short business meeting. In addition, our Program Committee
will be alerting you each month to an online speaker, and our Committee
Chairs are planning small group, socially distanced activities in which
you may safely participate.
I realize some of you who are unfamiliar with the GCA website might be
concerned that you will have trouble accessing these online activities. I
am planning to send out a list of members who will be willing to “walk you
through” the steps necessary to access all that is available.
In the meantime, the upside of Covid-19 is we have more time to enjoy
our gardens and our families. What a great time to start an herb garden,
a vegetable garden, propagate plants (don’t forget to do a few extra to
sell at our next fundraiser), or read that novel that you meant to start, but
never had the time. I am missing you all and am hoping you are staying
safe and having a wonderful summer.
My Very Best,

“Nature never did betray the heart
that loved her.”
-Wordsworth

DO NOT MISS THIS AMAZING OPPORTUNITY. . .You will be receiving a
link via email to sign up for the Shirley Meneice conference September
22-23 at NO cost to you. You MUST register to participate. Normally we
send only 2 delegates to this conference. This year we can all virtually
participate. DO NOT MISS OUT. . .REGISTER!!!

Programs

Programs for our fall meetings will
be virtual presentations. The program for October will be C-Change
which concerns the changes in
our climate and was scheduled for
our club this past spring and had
to be cancelled. In addition we are
most fortunate to have the Shirley
Meneice Conference available to us
virtually on September 22 and 23.
We will keep you informed of other
GCA programs and conferences
that will be made available to us for
virtual presentation.
Louise Casey & Norma Jean Shaw,
Program co-chairs

Visiting Gardens

Theodore Roosevelt once said
“Do what you can with what you
have where you are”. I think that’s
the theme of the Visiting Garden
National Committee this year and
our Visiting Garden local group!
We are so lucky to live in a climate
where we can enjoy our gardens
year round. Mine is currently in
its winding down phase but I am
still finding beauty in the dried
lavender spikes and the ripe figs
I pick daily (also sharing with the
crows!) My Sedum Autumn Gold
is just turning a soft pink on it’s
way to the amber color it takes on
in a month or so.
Our committee is planning a bimonthly online tour of national
and international gardens! I am
having fun researching and will
share the websites with you starting next month!
I would also like to make small,
socially distancing tours of our
members’ gardens this year. We
will wear masks at all times and
keep our distance. Please let me
know if you would like to join us
and or share your garden with
a small group of lovely masked
ladies?!
Remote hugs,
Sharon Bradford

Membership

We will not let covid defeat us!
Be thinking about qualified prospective members and notify the
Membership Committee with anyone you may be considering. We
may have to change the selection
procedure and deadlines a bit but,
we will work to accommodate both
sponsors and prospectives.
In the meantime review “Standing Rules Part A Membership” for
guidelines. Looking forward to
some new provisionals.
Susanne McEwen, Chair

Floral Design

Times being what they are, we, the
cochairs are wanting to comply
with the social distancing. We will
have a charming floral arranging
video available for October. For
November we are hoping to have
each committee member design a
Thanksgiving centerpiece within a
squash provided by your co chairs,
a bit like a challenge class. For December VNA/Hospice is requesting
50 centerpieces so more on plans
for arranging those later. We are
optimistic that January may bring
a New Year in every sense. It is
our desire to have small in person
workshops, much like Cheryl Miller
did last year.
Linda Phillips and Ladeen Miller

Photography

The theme for the Photography
Committee is “Freedom in Photography”. Our main goal is to have fun
and just “take the photo”. Some of
our activities include photography
of changing seasons, water features, sunrise/sunset, architecture
and of course gardens. We are also
going to explore iPhoneography
where we will learn how to capture our images in new ways, take
short videos, edit, and take black
and white pictures as well. The
Photography Committee is looking
forward to working together in a
creative and collaborative way.
Thank you, Jennifer Kelly

Ways and Means

Jocelyne and I are so pleased to
see your names on our committee list. As you know, under these
Covid circumstances, it will be a
challenge to organize some fun
and unique fundraising activities.
We do have some ideas and want
to hear yours. So... we will plan,
depending on the latest Santa
Barbara Covid information, a
social distance meeting at Jocelyne’s home sometime around the
third week of September. And our
back-up strategy will be a Zoom
meeting, so sharpen your Zoom
skills. WE MISS YOU!
Bobbie

Conservation

During 2020-2021, our committee
will have the opportunity to virtually attend the national Conservation
and NAL Conferences in November and February. We will discuss
ways in which we can conserve on
an individual basis, work within our
community, and contribute even
though we might not be able to
meet in person. We will acquaint
ourselves with national conservation materials including pre-conference readings, position papers,
and publications like Conwatch
and Legislative Update. We are
hoping to tour our locally accessible White Buffalo Land Trust in
Summerland, a 10 acre farm dedicated to regenerative agriculture,
education and production. In the
meantime, we will prepare for the
Conservation Conference by reading “The Last Child in the Woods,”
by Richard Louv will be the first of
several books to be discussed at
the conference.
Anne Crow

Garden History and Design
Garden History and Design would like to highlight a members Garden each month as a reminder for
those who have not submitted their garden for our Members Album. Please contact Vicki Hough if
you would like a guideline for garden description! Your’s could be the next garden in the Budding
News!

Maria Black

My husband and I purchased our home inthe
Montecito foothills 30
years ago. Our property
backs up to a deeded
open space abundant
with wildlife and a majestic 150-year-old Coastal
Live Oak tree and the
Santa Ynez Mountains
as a backdrop. We have
planted
every,
tree,
shrub and flower on our
property, with the exception of several native
Oaks which have found
their way into our garden through the years.
We began by anchoring
the rear of the property
with Ulmus parvifolia
(Evergreen Elm), Liquid
Amber and Tipuana tipu
(Rosewood) trees. In the
front we planted Phoenix reclinata, Phoenix
roebelenii, (Pygmy Date
palm) and Syagrus romanzofffiana
(Queen
palm). Over the years we
have added Olives, Italian Cypress, Albizia julibrissin (Mimosa), Pyrus kawakamii(Evergreen pear) and
Cercis Canadensis. Having spent time in France, Italy and Greece, I learned to appreciate the Mediterranean gardens so well suited to our climate have been working to attain more of a “Provencal” style
garden filled with drought tolerant Mediterranean and California native plants in hues of pink, blue,
lavender, and white. Droughts, fires and poor soil conditions have posed a constant challenge. After
the Tea fire, where we lost much of the landscape in the back, we had an opportunity to revisit what
we desired in a garden. We decided to try our hand at having an edible landscape and planted a fruit
orchard bordered by Olallieberry bushes along the rear of the property.
Our home and terraces open onto a lawn and a low rock wall above which a bank is planted with
Rock Rose, Lavender, Rosemary and Salvia chamaedryoides and Waverly Sage.
From a Wisteria covered Pergola, stepping-stones across the lawn lead through an arch covered with
a lovely Eden climbing rose to a small rose garden filled with David Austen and Hybrid tea roses. A
meandering path leads to the upper level fruit orchard.
Re-landscaping the front yard along the street was more of a challenge, as we wanted privacy but
also a landscape which looked natural. We choose Arbutus unedo (Strawberry tree), Olea europa
(Olive tree) and Cupressus sempervirens (Italian cypress). We filled in with Cistus monspeliensis and
a variety of Arctostaphylos (Manzanita). The landscape as one approaches the front of our house
becomes more lush with Lavender, Rosemary, Coleonema pulchrum (Breath of heaven) and finally,
Iceberg roses flanking either side of the front door. We have kept the beds immediately surrounding
the house planted in Hydrangeas, Iceberg roses, Azaleas, Loropetalum and Ferns, reminiscent of the
gardens of my native Pacific Northwest.

Pets in our Gardens!

Clockwise from top left:
Nanette Nevins’ “Mazie,” Suzanne Tobey’s
“Gracie” and “Keeper”, Jocelyne Meeker’s
“Mitzi” in Montana

Alexandra Morse’s “Mulligan” and
“Fairbanks”. Mari Mitchel’s “Walter”,
Lenore Hughes’ “Ollie”,
Judy Ghetto’s, “Marlowe”

Nancy Reid’s “Josie Grace”,
Carol Newman’s “Elmo”, Sally Fairbanks’ “Lily”,
Travis Kranz’s “Maddie”

Ellen Pillsbury’s sweet “Lizzie” , Jennifer Kelly’s
“Roo”, Bobbie Kinnear’s “Zoe, Leslie Power’s
“Rocky”, Maria Black’s “Dora the Explorer”

and a few other garden critters...

Anne Rhett Merrill’s “Fauntleroy Cocke
“Cocky” Merrill, Amy Mayfield’s “Chickens”,
Laura Kuhn’s adorable “Goats”,
Louise Casey’s pet tortoise, “Junior”

Betsy Coates’ “Butterflies”.
Dana Kent’s “Dragonfly”,
Montecito’s “Black Bear”,
Ladeen Miller’s “Bunny Trouble”.

