Member of the Garden Club of America since 1918
www.gardenclubofsantabarbara.org

May 2018

President’s Message
It is hard to believe that we are drawing another
Garden Club year to a close. 2018 has passed by
in a bit of a blur, but through it all, we have still
managed to finish strong and in style. We have
traveled, toured, and contributed. The last
meeting of the year is scheduled for
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6 at the Valley Club. (Look
for your invitation through Paperless Post in
your email). We will be honoring deserving
members, welcoming our new board, and
taking the time to reconnect. I hope to see all of
you there to thank you in person for an
incredible two years.

Susanne

CLUB CALENDAR AND COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS
R

June 6: Annual Meeting and Spring Luncheon
10:30 Reception; 11:00 Meeting;
Luncheon to follow
The Valley Club of Montecito

Just a reminder that invitations for the June
Meeting and Luncheon are in your email as
a Paperless Post invitation. If you have not
received it, please check your junk or spam
folder. Checks for $45.00 are due by May 21
and should be sent to Mrs. Joan Zacher, 450
Eastgate Lane, Santa Barbara, CA 93108.

Nominating Committee News
The Nominating Committee has proposed the following for the Executive Board of
Governors for 2018-2020.
President: Anne Rhett Merrill
First Vice President: Mary Thomas
Second Vice President: Jocelyne Meeker
Recording Secretary: Jennifer Kelly
Treasurer: Alex Bongaerts
Corresponding Secretary: Vickie Hough

ROSES, ROSES, ROSES!
Our May speaker, Dan Bifano, gave tips on
growing roses along with sharing the
newest disease resistant varieties.
Here a few happy ladies take home the fragrant remnants…

FLORAL DESIGN

A Flower-Filled Workshop for our Provisionals
On Sunday, May 6, provisional members Dawn Lafitte, Lana
McIntyre, and Meghan Stoll gathered at Betsy Coates’ home to
learn about making floral arrangements with pin frogs. Susie
Bechtel, Tina Wood, and Anne Rhett Merrill joined in the fun and
watched as Floral Arranging Co-chair, April Riessen, showed the
group how to make beautiful, elegant Ikebana arrangements.

Following April’s tips and demonstrations, Betsy demonstrated
how to make mass floral arrangements with a pin frog in the style
of well-known San Francisco-based floral designer and author,
Kiana Underwood.

Once shown basic how-tos, our talented ladies created
magnificent arrangements, which you can see in the
accompanying photographs. All in all, it was an afternoon filled
with fun, flowers, and friendship and reminded us all how
fortunate we are to be a part of this wonderful club.

Cancer Care Center Flowers Weekly Arrangement Schedule
May 21
Cheryl Miller
May 28
Mary Adams
June 4
Laura Kuhn
June 11
Alex Bongaerts
June 18
Cheryl Miller
June 25
Diane Scalapino
July 2
Peggy Ittner
July 9
Ellen Pillsbury
July 16
Vicki Hough
July 23
Mari Mitchel
July 30
Puck Erickson Lohnas
Aug 6
Vicky Strickland
Aug 13
Diane Sullivan
Aug 20
Elaine Toledo
Aug 27
Susan Jackson
Sept 3
Teri Taylor
Sept 17
Pat Tenney
Sept 24
Carolyn Hubbs
Oct 1
Jane Roney
Oct 8
April Riesen
*Substitute Ladeen Miller 969-7151
New Cancer Center Building is on Pueblo Street right off the 101. The
arrangements are to be placed where our sign is located on Monday morning. If
holiday falls on Monday, Tuesday is fine. Fran at the Concierge desk is there by
8AM and will assist you if the copper container is missing. The container is a low
shiny copper colored which the 8” plastic containers fit. These inserts can be
found at Francoise Park’s shed located at 647 Park Lane or purchased at most
flower shops. Francoise’s shed is on the right of the garage with the containers
on the shelf. It is important that we remember our commitment so please put it
on your calendar. Please get your own sub. I will send out a copy of the list that
you are signing. If you want to use your own container remember you must pick
it up on Friday morn. Thanks! Beth Leddy 969-8245

HORTICULTURE

Join us for our annual
Volunteer Weeding Day at the Santa Barbara
Botanic Garden
The Wooded Dell
Thursday, May 17th at 10:00am
Bring your gloves, and trowels and hats

CONSERVATION

For those of you at the May meeting, I referenced the recent purchase of a
renowned tract of undeveloped California coastal land, thanks to a $165 million
donation. To read more about this unprecedented gift and the incredible couple
who made it possible, CLICK HERE.

UCSB North Campus Open Space Restoration Project
Click here to read the NCOS Newsletter!

GCA NEWS

GCA Pride and Power
San Francisco- 2018
GCA Annual Meeting
All the Clubs
~A note from Anne Rhett Merrill
and Carol Newman

We recently attended the GCA Annual Meeting in San Francisco as your delegates, and are
delighted to report the highlights:
* GCA has enormous and powerful reach with 200 member clubs in 40 states and 18,000
members and is poised for growth, encouraging new clubs to join the fold. Leadership is
dynamic!
* GCA’s philanthropic arm is strong: 77% of the GCA budget goes to scholarships. This year a
total of $308,000 was awarded to worthy scholars.
* Founders Fund awards of $50,000 were announced. Misericordia in Chicago received the
largest grant of $30,000 for its therapeutic garden.
* Five projects received the new Restoration Initiative grants, ranging from $5,000-$10,000,
designed to help communities rebound from devastating natural events.

* Zone activities (including Zone XII) are strong and collaborative. From Save the Bay to
Pollinator Pathways, projects are creative and conservation-minded.
* Pycnanthemum muticum, commonly known as mountain mint, is the GCA
Plant of the Year.
* The exchange of ideas among the 600 members in attendance was
stimulating, and speakers on issues of importance to our clubs and our
country were incredible thought leaders. Many of those ideas and hopefully some of the
speakers will surface at GCSB throughout the coming years.
* We were known as the women who accompanied Cheryl
Miller to San Francisco. For her Botanical Arts entry to the
Flower Show of a startlingly realistic and gorgeous turquoise
necklace, Cheryl won many ribbons including the coveted
Botanical Arts Best in Show Award. WOW!
* And kudos to our members Bobbi Kinnear (and her busy
team of registration volunteers) and Marianne Sprague (awards
liaison) who contributed to the success of How the West Was One.
* Finally, the event was full of heart and soul--from Achievement
Medal Winner Laura Bush’s reminiscence of planting annuals with
her grandmother to new honorary member William McNamara
declaring “We love to garden because we miss Eden and we’re
looking to find our way back home.”

