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President’s Message
It is hard to believe that two years have passed
since I was handed the gavel as President.
Thank you so much for the honor of serving.
Thank you to my amazing board members for
their generosity of time and counsel. At the risk
of cheating on this last letter, I would like to
repeat my parting comments from the June
meeting. Also at the risk of boring those who
were there, I wanted all of us to end the year
with a common thought. I really couldn’t think
of a better way to say how I feel about these
years and our wonderful club.
Happy summer, I look forward to another year.

Susanne

Annual Meeting June 201~ Susanne’s Parting Comments
“Finally, I guess I am the old business as we get ready to welcome a new board. I’ll
consider this my brief “state of the union” address. We have had an eventful two
years, to say the least. We began by hosting the Zone XII Presidents Council in 2016.
We mounted an incredible flower show “Star Power”, under the expert guidance of
Cheryl Miller and Jocelyn Meeker. Your support and involvement turned it into a
spectacular show with many GCA commendations. We started a promising fall of
2017: and then came the fire. Even through the smoke and the ash we held our
most successful fundraiser to date, ‘Place Called Home’ organized enthusiastically
and inventively by Amy Mayfield and Sharon Bradford. Your can-do spirit made
what could have been a dismal day into a happy day. Then, evacuations and
prayers, and finally gratefully home for Christmas, ready to begin the new year. In
January, with our speaker already here in town, another evacuation and disaster hit
just when we thought we had weathered the worst. The best aspect of the internet
allowed us to connect and hug each other when we needed it most. Our Garden
Club family closed ranks, reached out hands and took care of each other and joined
others in the community to help, whether feeding responders, digging out mud,
offering a place to stay or a shoulder for tears, we were there. We received an
outpouring of prayers and concerns from our sister GCA clubs and were reminded
how great it is to be part of a family. We cobbled ourselves back together finishing
the year with participation in the exciting Zone XII Annual Meeting and granting the
largest amount of project dollars to date.
Through all this, I hate to think that these two years were defined by disasters.
Because besides the big events we were measured by the small events that go on
regardless; the cancer center flowers, Ladybuds, the Budding News still made its
deadline. We took trips, we learned, we shared, we planted; thanks to all those
diligent committee chairs. We lost; spouses, friends, beloved and longtime
members, and we went on. So, I say the state of the GCSB is strong, forged through
fire, literally, and steeled in friendship and service. Thank you for the privilege
serving as your President. One of the greatest rewards was getting to know so many
of you in a deeper way. I have loved the job and I hope it showed.

ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
R

Many thanks to Joan
Zacher, Hospitality Chair
for the delicious
luncheon…

and to our floral arrangers
April Riessen, Laura Kuhn, Diane,
Scalapino, Amy Mayfield, Jennifer
Crimmins, and Joan Zacher.

Welcome to our two new provisionals,
Anne Crowe and Prudy Squier!

Anne Crowe and Susanne McEwen

Sherry Tilton and Prudy Squier

Award Winners 2018
This year it was with much pleasure that The Garden Club of Santa
Barbara honored the following 13 ladies with a Garden Club of
America award recognizing their long membership and outstanding
service.
Patricia Broome
Gillian Couvillion
Haddon Dillon
Lou Frost
Anna Marie Halling
Helen Haskell
Lenore Hughes
Dana Kent
Cynthia Nolen
Barbara Rack
Nancy Schlosser
Deanne Violich
Lynn Westwater

45 years
35 years
35 years
35 years
30 years
40 years
35 years
40 years
30 years
35 years
Dana Kent, Nancy Schlosser, and Cynthia Nolen
35 years
35 years
30 years

We commend them all for their love of gardens and gardening; their
inspirational knowledge of and enthusiasm for floral design,
horticulture, historic preservation, conservation, and garden history
and design; their creative contributions and many achievements;
their gracious leadership and warm friendship; and their dedicated
support, unfailing devotion, and sustained participation in the
programs, projects and mission of the Garden Club of Santa Barbara
and The Garden Club of America.

Bobbie Kinnear was presented with her
GCA Judges pin upon her completion of the
Horticulture Judging Program.

Scholarship Winner
The Board of Directors for the Scholarship Foundation of Santa
Barbara announced that Jose Luis Venegas would be the recipient of
the Garden Club of Santa Barbara Scholarship for the 2018-2019
academic year.
Jose, who attended Santa Maria High School, is hoping to attend
CPSU, San Luis Obispo in the fall and is planning to take courses
toward his proposed major of architecture and landscape
architecture. He will be the first in his family to attend college. We
congratulate Jose, and look forward to having him speak about his
studies at a future garden club meeting.

Cancer Care Center Flowers Weekly Arrangement Schedule
June 11
Alex Bongaerts
June 18
Cheryl Miller
June 25
Diane Scalapino
July 2
Peggy Ittner
July 9
Ellen Pillsbury
July 16
Vicki Hough
July 23
Mari Mitchel
July 30
Puck Erickson Lohnas
Aug 6
Vicky Strickland
Aug 13
Diane Sullivan
Aug 20
Elaine Toledo
Aug 27
Susan Jackson
Sept 3
Teri Taylor
Sept 17
Pat Tenney
Sept 24
Carolyn Hubbs
Oct 1
Jane Roney
Oct 8
April Riesen
*Substitute Ladeen Miller 969-7151
New Cancer Center Building is on Pueblo Street right off the 101. The
arrangements are to be placed where our sign is located on Monday morning. If
holiday falls on Monday, Tuesday is fine. Fran at the Concierge desk is there by
8AM and will assist you if the copper container is missing. The container is a low
shiny copper colored which the 8” plastic containers fit. These inserts can be
found at Francoise Park’s shed located at 647 Park Lane or purchased at most
flower shops. Francoise’s shed is on the right of the garage with the containers
on the shelf. It is important that we remember our commitment so please put it
on your calendar. Please get your own sub. I will send out a copy of the list that
you are signing. If you want to use your own container remember you must pick
it up on Friday morn. Thanks! Beth Leddy 969-8245

THANK YOU’S TO OUR CLUB!
R

GCSB contribution to
Annual Meeting gift
bag was a winner!

MEMBERSHIP
R

During our summer break I would
like to encourage you to think of people
you know who you would like to
propose as a provisional member. Our first
open meeting is in November, a perfect time
to introduce your candidate to other members.
Remember that this person should know at least five members of our
club when you propose them. Each candidate must have a sponsor and
two supportive letters from members.
If you plan to request a change in your membership status
Remember that you must first contact the membership
chairman as defined in our by-laws.

Summer Sun
Great is the sun, and wide he goes
Through empty heaven with repose;
And in the blue and glowing days
More thick than rain he showers his rays.
Though closer still the blinds we pull
To keep the shady parlour cool,
Yet he will find a chink or two
To slip his golden fingers through.
The dusty attic spider-clad
He, through the keyhole, maketh glad;
And through the broken edge of tiles
Into the laddered hay-loft smiles.
Meantime his golden face around
He bares to all the garden ground,
And sheds a warm and glittering look
Among the ivy's inmost nook.
Above the hills, along the blue,
Round the bright air with footing true,
To please the child, to paint the rose,
The gardener of the World, he goes.
Robert Louis Stevenson

Have a lovely summer!

