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Next General Meeting: TBD
How I love the Annual Meeting! It is always such a treat to see our members and our luncheon
tables “dressed up”, ready to celebrate accomplishments of the year, to recognize outstanding
service, to welcome new Actives and Provisionals (and sometimes a new officers), and to enjoy
being together before our “summer break”. For these reasons and so many more, I will miss
seeing you at the Valley Club on June 3rd.
Where have two years gone? They have “flown” by- and I guess the old adage is true, “time
flies when you are having fun.” It has been an honor, a privilege AND so much fun to serve as
the President of our wonderful Garden Club. I want to thank each and every one of you for that
opportunity and for all of your participation, enthusiasm and support!! I have so much enjoyed
being with you at meetings, workshops, pop-ups, gardens, fund-raisers, on trips and everything
else we have done! You are an amazing group of ladies and gentlemen, and I treasure your
friendship! In particular, may I also thank our talented and hard-working Board for their
inspirational leadership, their innovative and educational ideas, reports and programs, their
always prompt attention to the business of our club be it accounting, correspondence,
newsletters, committee or community affairs. They have been outstanding officers and
committee chairs as well as “ambassadors” for The Garden Club of Santa Barbara!

Somehow, we have come the “full circle of life”. In September 2018 we began our year, with a beautiful opening party,
“functioning in disaster” and hoping to make things “simpler, better and fun.” We ended that year “in style” with our fabulous
fundraiser at the Miramar. At the start of our 2019 year, we dreamed of “all the places we would go”… “back to our roots and
back to the future” – and we did go many of those places- but ended up with all the places we couldn’t go… missing Florestal, our
trip to Northern California and our last three meetings. So, here we are again, “functioning in disaster”, quarantined at home,
“zooming” for board meetings and voting on-line. With our dynamic new board, though, we are sure to have a great future and
once again “finish in style”. Congratulations to Cheryl and everyone on the in-coming board!! We cannot wait to join in all you are
planning for us!
My very best wishes to each of you for a lovely, restful and healthy summer.
Hoping with all my heart we can reconvene in the fall! I look forward to seeing you then!
With love and gratitude,
Anne Rhett
P.S. The Committees’ Annual Reports will be posted on our GCSB website. I hope that you will be able to read them and to
remember all we did in spite of an abbreviated year!

1st VP – Mary Thomas
A Letter of Appreciation
Dear Anne Rhett,
On behalf of a very grateful membership, we thank you for your enthusiastic leadership, endless patience and organizational talents
for the past two years.
As our President, you have kept us motivated and interested through your very entertaining meetings, cheerful encouragement and
infectious optimism. You made it all so much fun!!
In the absence of an annual meeting in this unusual year, we wish to convey our deep appreciation for your most enjoyable two
years as our President.
With mush fondness,
The members of the Garden Club of Santa Barbara
2nd VP – Jocelyne Meeker
It was my privilege this year to be the Second Vice President "in charge" of the provisionals and our very special Honorary Member.
Allyson, Leslie, Linda, Louise and Nanette were the best team I could ever hope for.
Dan, merci for your always 'fidele presence' all during this "part" year.
All; your talents, creativity, enthusiasm and your leadership qualities will be such a great addition to our Club.
Your involvement in all the requirements was exceptional, even if the events did not allow you to fulfill all of them.
Cheryl , Sharon, Amy, Susan, Sarah, Peggy and Ellen; your leadership in your assigned committees was a significant reason for the
success of this year.
I will send an "official" report to our website with all the details.
Of course none of this would have been possible without the exceptional direction of our President, Anne Rhett.

Communications – Tina Wood
Jocelyne Meeker
Communications Report 2019-2020
Communications started off the year in a terrific place with fabulous press coverage in the Santa Barbara News Press, Ed Hat, and
Noozhawk for the meaningful and historic renewal of the Veterans Memorial Olive Grove at Mission Park. In addition, GCSB were
highlighted in the Winter Bulletin for the free community Thomas Woltz event.
Our website is a continual work in progress and has been updated with new press coverage, calendar events, and additions to our
historic archives. Our website and Instagram page are alive and well, continuously updated by members’ photographs from home
gardens and travels.
As the year wore on, and we were faced with the challenges of a global pandemic and consequential shelter in place orders,
communications became even more paramount and our club rose to the occasion with Zoom board meetings and Survey Monkey
surveys! Thank you so much to the communications committee Teri Taylor, Dawn Lafitte, Jocelyne Meeker, and Maria Black for their
support.

Floral Design – Cheryl Miller
Floral Design Committee Report
The goal of the Floral Design Committee over the past two years has been to create enthusiasm for doing floral arrangements as well
as to acquaint members with unusual mechanics and tips that I have learned in the workshops I have taken. This was accomplished
by running monthly workshops (when I was in town) and presenting floral design tips at each general meeting. The arrangements
done in my workshops were then taken to the general meeting and displayed on the hospitality table. Pat Tenney and I also held two
workshops on Botanical Art techniques.
At the April 2019 general meeting, we held a mini-flower show which included Floral Design, Botanical Arts and Horticulture displays.
Our Hort and Floral Design judges “clued” members into what judges look for in flower show entries.
In addition the Floral Design Committee provided fall arrangements for the Fireman’s Ball at the Coral Casino, organized the
materials to make arrangements in December to be taken to Hospice patients,
helped with arrangements for the 2019 GCSB fundraiser, and made table arrangements for the Annual Meeting and Luncheon.
Toilet Paper Challenge – Floral Design
The toilet paper rolls were used as Containers for these floral designs.

Photography Interpretation by Sally Fairbanks

Vicky Strickland

Jane Roney

These were pictures form the Philadelphia Flower Show that I went to and thought members might enjoy them.
The Purses class was called, Moroccan Market. A clutch purse based on the designs of Morocco.
The medals were a Novice Class: Medal of Honor. A ribbon based on the Maltese Cross

Also from the Philadelphia Show:
1st 3 photos:
Festival (film) de Cannes: A design using table-top standing frame provided PHS at the Show.
4th photo:
Galleria--Jardin: A design using a large horizontal hanging frame provided by PHS at the Show

Garden History & Design – Sarah Heatwole
This year the Garden History and Design presentations focused on the archive of Landscape architect Peter Riedel. Members were invited to Pop Up
Garden Tours at several of his projects.
On November 14, thanks to Amy Mayfield, we were invited to an open garden at El Cielito, built by Dewitt Parshall in 1920.
In February, we learned about Anna Dorinda Blaksley Barnes Bliss who created Casa Dorinda and the Blaksley Botanic Garden renamed the Santa
Barbara Botanic Garden after her death.
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Clara Gould standing at the Gate of the Gould Estate which is now Ennisbrook
This is the Famous Gould Garden when it was first planted in 1920, visited later by the GCA on their 25 Anniversary Garden Club Train Trip to Santa
Barbara.
Betsey Moller hosted members for a Garden tour at her home which sites on the site of the Gould estate rose garden and sundial terrace. The 100
year old Italian Stone Pines that line her driveway
were planted by Frederick Gould.
Sharon Bradford lead members through Montecito’s first nature preserve. The 44 acre woodland along the San Ysidro creek was dedicated when the
Gould estate was subdivided into the 63 homestead of Ennisbrook.
The stone bridge is one of 2 built by George Gould in the 1880’s

Horticulture – Sharon Bradford and Amy Mayfield
Horticulture started our year with an exciting field trip to Folded Hills Winery Ranch & Farmsted. This experience included a
property tour including meeting the many farm animals, learning how they grow their grapes on a biodynamic calendar, tasting of
the wines and enjoying lunch on
the patio of their beautiful new facility. Our day was hosted by Andy Busch
who stole the hearts of our members.

In November we found ourselves working in the Arizona Garden at Casa del Herrero poking, prodding, cleaning, pruning and
sprucing up the garden our committee replanted in 2018-2019. Then we went back in January to prune the rose garden under the
guidance of none other than our talented Dan Bifano.

Our highlight was our Kokedama workshop held at Sharon Bradford’s house.
Our planting day using our seeds collected at the past two Shirley Meneice conferences will have to be postponed to next year
including our other plans. Thanks so much to our wonderful committee members!

Membership – Norma Jean Shaw

Welcome new members; Louise Casey, Allyson Hayward, Nanette Nevins, Linda Phillips, Leslie
Schneiderman, and Honorary Member, Dan Bifano! We are so happy you have joined our Garden Club!

Welcome to our New Provisionals!
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Travis Barton Kranz
Travis and her husband Tom, now retired, live in Montecito and retain their
home in Los Angeles where they raised their children. They have two sons,
Alex and Fran, daughter-in-law Spencer, and granddaughter Bea, who often
visit them in Santa Barbara.
Travis is interested in the preservation of significant historic sites and is
currently serving as Past-President of the Board of Trustees of Casa del
Herrero with the mission to conserve the home, gardens, art and furnishings
for public use and education. She is also a Fellow of the Garden Conservancy
with the purpose of preserving outstanding gardens nationally. She has been
involved with many non-profit activities including serving as President of the
Bel-Air Garden Club in Los Angeles, as well as supporting the Children’s
Institute of Los Angeles as a member of The Colleagues.
Travis has a PH.D. from U.C.L.A. in Pre-Columbian and Colonial Latin American
Art History. She has published on this topic and served as visiting lecturer at
many U.C. campuses, as well as at Georgetown University when her husband
was working as an attorney in Washington, D.C.

Kelly Lloyd
Our new provisional Kelly Lloyd grew up
in Newport Beach, attended USC, has
been married for 35 years and has four
adult children. Kelly owned her own
business for 15 years, was involved as a
volunteer in numerous capacities at
Marymount, Santa Barbara High and
other philanthropies in our community.
She is an exceptional entertainer
especially in the area of décor and floral
design. Kelly has a beautiful home and
garden and she looks forward to
participating in the many opportunities of
the Garden Club of Santa Barbara. ~ Amy
Mayfield

Please introduce yourself and say hello to Travis ….she is a true asset to our
Club! ~ Meghan Stoll

In Memory of Anna Maria Halling
Our lovely friend Anna Maria Halling is no longer with us. What energy, enthusiasm and charm she brought into a
room whenever she appeared! The Garden Club of Santa Barbara was fortunate to have her participation for over
30 years until she moved up to Issaquah, Washington a few years ago.
If you ever saw it who could forget the spectacle of her gorgeous German Christmas tree all aglow with candles to
celebrate the holiday season. Everything she turned her mind to ended as a beautiful success. Her flower
arrangements, her Christmas cookies, her lovely dinner parties, and especially her loving friendship will not be
forgotten by those of us who had the privilege of knowing her. ~ Mary Dorra

Projects – Sally Fairbanks
Project Committee 2020 Report
The following 5 Projects for 2020 passed by a majority in our recent club online survey. Thank you all for taking the time to
familiarize yourselves with our grant proposals.
Our grants mean so much, particularly at this time of strained resources.
The total amount granted is $27,282. There is currently $56,000 in the Community account, leaving $28,718 for 2021.
1. The Santa Ynez Botanic Garden: Butterfly Garden
2. Lotusland: Replacement of the Euphorbia
3. Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History: Replacement of large glazed entryway cymbidium pots
4. Explore Ecology School Gardens coordinators
5. Vernal Pool Restoration Project in conjunction with the Cheadle Center for Biodiversity

Treasurer – Alex Bongaerts
Dues
Dues should have been received by May 1, to Alex. Please call her ASAP if you have not paid your dues yet. Our
payment of dues to GCA is pending…
Visiting Gardens - Mary Hampson
VISITING GARDENS 2018-2020
The events of Visiting Gardens, although somewhat curtailed, were FUN …as per President Merrill’s request. My goals were twofold: to continue to encourage popups as a means of sharing gardens and camaraderie, and to have as many trips outside Santa
Barbara as feasible. Thank you to our members who graciously opened their gardens or organized alternative garden pop-ups in
2019. Unfortunately, the Spring 2020 popups could not take place, but thank you to those who had agreed to host us. Fortunately,
we were able to enjoy a fabulous trip to Palm Desert in April 2019. Thank you again to our wonderful members who entertained us.
The personal touch greatly enhanced the trip. Our May, 2020 trip to Northern California to visit the gardens of 5 GCA Clubs was
cancelled, as well as day trips to West Los Angeles and Hancock Park Gardens.
FYI We had 4 groups visit our gardens from other GCA Clubs. Also, Zone X hosted the conference for the 12 Visiting Gardens
Chairmen in Santa Barbara April 2019. I hosted a dinner for them and their spouses at my home. Thank you to my committee for
their invaluable assistance. Sharon Bradford is at the helm for the next two years, and I know will lead us on some great
adventures.
popup at Sue McKinley's, Private Garden Palm Desert, Joanie Zacher's Marrakesh front door, Valley Hunt Club luncheon. 5th photo
was view from dinner at Eldorado

Ways and Means – Betsy Coates and Meghan Stoll
Ways and Means Committee Report for 2019-2020
The Ways and Means Committee is pleased to present a report of its activities from October 2019 through June 2020.
Thanks to the efforts of Club members who came to our December meeting laden with ‘treasures’ for the White Elephant Sale,
we were able to raise a sizeable amount for our Club’s Community Account.
Two days later, on December 4, Susie Bechtel and her business partner, Kyle Irwin, graciously opened up the doors of their
gorgeous new store, Field + Fort, for a fabulous cocktail party just for our members and spouses.
All of the proceeds from the sale of the beautiful, beribboned wreaths and potted paper whites sold at the store were most
generously donated to the Garden Club of Santa Barbara which added an additional amount to the Club’s Community Account.
In light of this great news, and on top of the success of the Charlotte Moss event on May 7, 2019, The Ways and Means
Committee decided to forego the April 2020 fundraiser that was being planned. It will be up to the 2020-2022 Ways and Means
Committee to decide when the next Club fundraiser will be scheduled.
Until then, we celebrate our members’ incredible generosity and hard work over the course of 2019. Meghan and I extend our
sincere and heartfelt thanks to our committee and to all members for their generous support of our efforts. Together, we
created the Ways to raise the Means to support our civic projects! A whopping $66,087!
With our sincere thanks and gratitude,
Meghan, Betsy and the Ways and Means Committee 2018-2020
Susie Bechtel, Lida Blue, Sharon Bradford, Jennifer Roberts, Judy Getto, Mary Hampson, Bonnie Henricks, Gail Kay, Beth Leddy,
Dawn Lafitte, Robin Martin, Amy Mayfield, Jocelyne Meeker, Lana McIntyre, Carol Newman, Francoise Park, Susanne Tobey,
Elaine Toledo, Joanie Zacher

The Ways and Means Committee is
thrilled to invite you to a Cocktail
Party at
Field + Fort
Wednesday, December 4
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Susie Bechtel and Kyle Irwin have
graciously offered to open their
gorgeous new store to our members
and spouses for a special evening of
holiday cheer and shopping.
2580 Lillie Avenue in Summerland.
Great News!!!
The Christmas “Second Hand Rose”
Boutique has been revived!

Of Interest to our Members:
Beatrix Farrand Film
This should be of interest to our members. It will be shown on cable on the following dates and channels (odd
hours, but they can be recorded) :
June 22 on KOCE LA 11pm and June 23 at 4am
June 24 on KCET at 8pm and midnight
https://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/filmdescription
Thanks, Sally Fairbanks

Santa Ynez Botanic Garden
Fun news from the Santa Ynez Botanic Garden. We have always welcomed creativity in the garden from the
community and here are a couple of great ideas that have popped up. The first was created by a student from
Dunn School...ways to discover nature and garden safely. ~ Puck Erickson

