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Next General Meeting: TBD
I so hope this issue of the Budding News finds you and your families well. I miss seeing all of
you and doing the exciting, educational and fun things planned for our Garden Club this
spring. I think we are all grieving our old lives to some degree even as we get used to (and
maybe even enjoy some parts of) a “slowed down” lifestyle.
As I sit at my desk to write you, I realize that if this were the “good old days” of only a
month ago, we would be meeting today in the newly renovated Fleischmann Auditorium at
the Museum of Natural History. The plan for that meeting was to focus on conservation,
and we were anticipating a report from Susanne Tobey and Anne Crowe about the NAL
meeting, a conservation moment about butterflies from Bobbie Kinnear, and a program
from the C-Change ladies. Sarah Heatwole was going to give us the history of another old
Santa Barbara estate, and there would have been pictures from our (cancelled) April 1 visit
to Florestal as well as ones from the remains of the Gould estate and our walk through
Ennisbrook with Sharon Bradford. We were also going to vote on our projects, hear about
our new provisional members and be reminded that it is time to pay our dues.

Since we are unable to gather this month and hear all of these wonderful reports, we are going to try to bring some of
that to you via this newsletter. Our editor, Teri, got her arm out of its sling last week (yea!) and is back at the computer to
put it all together! Also, since we are not able to vote on projects at the meeting, we are hoping to set-up an on-line vote.
Please read about each project and watch your e-mail in the next few weeks for the ballot.
So, when will our next meeting be??? The short answer is “Who knows?” Our May meeting, which was going to be at
Westmont, has been cancelled. If we are able to get together at all in May, we thought it would be better to consider an
outdoor picnic or something along those lines. Most likely, though, we will not be seeing each other as a group in May. I
am still hopeful for the annual meeting in June, but the Valley Club is closed and may not reopen by then. We might have
to consider moving our annual meeting to another time and place and will let you know as soon as any decisions are
made. As much as we may want to be together again and celebrate a return to “normal”, our first concern is for
everyone’s health and safety. (And to paraphrase Irma Brombeck, “normal” may now be just a setting on our dryers).
I love this time of year… even from days of quarantine. The birds are singing, the roses are about to be in their glorious
“first bloom” and a little rain is making everything green. A duck has taken up residence in our pool. Sometimes his
“better half” is with him, and I am wondering if I’ll wake up one day and have ducklings. At least it is keeping the “pool
guy” busy. The theme of the season is one of hope, love and new beginnings. I hope you had a Happy Easter! I look
forward to seeing you all as soon as possible.
Anne Rhett

Conservation – Susanne Tobey
NAL
Anne Crowe and I were privileged to represent GCSB at the GCA National Affairs and
Legislation Conference held in Washington D.C. February 23-26. While much has
transpired since then and it seems like a lifetime ago, it was an incredible experience. At
this time, long before PPE, ventilators, tests and swabs became the ongoing news cycle,
we were joined with our sister clubs and national leaders to confront another worldwide
looming crisis, our changing and threatened planet. We heard presentation from experts
on key national issues including the wildlands of Alaska, the deep ocean, forests and
carbon capture and proposed government rollbacks of protections. We also heard from
experts on the issues of health and the environment, regenerative agriculture, loss of
biodiversity and legal challenges to the Clean Water Rule. A number of senators and
representatives spoke to our group on Capitol Hill to highlight their own concerns for the
growing challenges. A number of bipartisan bills are before the Congress including the
permanent funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Parks , Public Lands and
Native Plants Act, which requires native plant installation and restoration on all public
lands, Save our Seas, addresses ocean pollution and environmental degradation of our
oceans. It was a daunting but inspiring list of issues and encouraging to see strong
bipartisan support for many of these ventures. The reversal of the wildlife crisis and
restoration and protection of natural habit.....so many challenges. I left with a lot of ideas
and hope for what could be accomplished.
Then March came....and not many eyes are on our environmental challenges. In a world
consumed with a massive health crisis, I do believe that it shows more than ever that as
the human race we really are one nation, one planet. The power and resilience of people
working together has never been more important or more evident than now. We know
that we will come through this, but that things will be different. The depth and reach of
the Coronavirus may have been an unforeseen threat, but the other threats and
challenges to us as one world rare known, remain, and we know a great deal about what
we can do. Right now we as a world are working to save lives and livelihoods, I hope there
is still that energy and determination to save the only shelter in place we all share, our
planet. It’s the only home we have.
From Anne and myself, thank you for giving us this opportunity to represent you at the
national level.
The Monarch Butterfly and The Weed – Bobbie Kinnear
Monarchs love the Weed. Not the marijuana Weed, but to be exact, they love the Milkweed. There are over 100 species of
milkweed that exist in North America, but only about one fourth of them are known to be important host plants for monarch
butterflies. Monarchs will visit and sip nectar from other flowers, but they will only propagate on their favorite host plants, specific
species of the genus Asclepias. According to the USDA Plants Database Profiles, there are 23 known host plants in Eastern North
America and 10 known host plants in the Western North America region.
Two of the more popular Milkweed plants that we see in California gardens are the Eastern North America, Asclepias
tuberosa, and the Western North America, Asclepias fascicularis. Both are beautiful plants. However, we are encouraged to plant the
native A. fascicularis, also known as the Narrow Leaf Milkweed.
Why you ask? New research is showing that there is a parasite known as Ophryocystis elektroscirrha or OE for short that
resides on some overwintering milkweeds. OE has a very complex life cycle, but basically the parasite leaves spores on milkweed
plants, and a Monarch caterpillar may ingest the spores. The spores may not actually kill a Monarch, but will cause it to have a shorter
life span and possibly not be able to produce eggs.
The California native A. fascicularis dies to the ground during winter thus interrupting the OE cycle. The popular A. tuberosa
can continue to survive the California winters, attracting over-wintering and resident Monarchs to reside on the plant. Thus, there is
the possibility that the OE can continue its life cycle on and within the Monarch caterpillar and butterfly.

1

What to do? Plant as much of the native Milkweeds as you can in your yard.
For the April 6, GCSB meeting your Conservation Committee planned
a short presentation about the Monarch. Yours truly was going to speak ...
even with slides, and we had some small plants of the A. fascicularis, Narrow
Leaf Milkweed, to give away. We hope that when we can gather again, we can
follow through on our short presentation.
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1 Milkweed Plant 2 Monarch Caterpillar 3 Monarch Butterfly 4 Protozoan Parasite 5 Asclepius Fasclarais
6 Cutting back Asclepias Tuberosa 7 Milkweed Seedling
Floral Design – Cheryl Miller
The Toilet Paper Roll Challenge
During these challenging and uncertain times, it would be nice to be able to focus on something
each of us could create and have total control over! Thus, the idea of the toilet paper roll
challenge came into being. Toilet Paper Rolls—the must have item of 2020—toilet paper, who
would have thought?
The idea of the challenge is to give everyone in our club an opportunity to use or decorate toilet
paper roll(s) in anyway that reflects their own vision. All disciplines are invited to participate—
Hort., Conservation, Botanical Arts, Photography and Floral Design.
When done, please photograph and email your art piece to mycakes2@gmail.com. It will be fun to
share with everyone when our isolation is over!
Toilet Paper Roll Challenge of 2020 Guidelines:
• Any medium can be used. To protect the integrity of the roll, it can be wrapped with
cellophane or any protective wrapping
•

Live floral from the garden, etc. (The floral only has to last long enough to take a picture of
the piece)

•

Spray paint or other paints may be used.

•

Decoupage

•

Wrap with fabric, twine, yarn, ribbon, magazines or newsprint

•

Use as an accent piece and photograph

•

Create Pot-et-Fleur concept or use as a container for cuts or potted plants

•

Photograph in unusual ways and manipulate with various apps.

•

The only limit—your imagination.

Garden History & Design – Sarah Heatwole
During the past year, I have had a wonderful time exploring the archive of Peter Riedel which was gifted to the CGSB by
his grandson in November 2018. GCSB has long been acquainted with Riedel’s design work through our ongoing
involvement with Lotusland and Casa del Herrero. This year we have looked at the garden plans he developed for El
Cielito, Casa Dorinda and the Gould Estate. When we are able to congregate again, I hope to introduce you to the Clarke
Thompson estate on Tremonto road.
Riedel came to Santa Barbara in 1905 inspired by the work of Dr. Francesco Franceschi and opened 2 nurseries in
Montecito. Franceschi had established a 40 acre botanic garden and nursery at his home “Montarioso” on the crest of the
Riviera. He was cultivating from seed rare and native plants and trees, and introducing exotic plants from all over the
world. By 1897 Franceschi had introduced a catalogue of over 1,000 species. His dream was to establish the “first
botanical and horticultural institution on the coast of the Pacific”.
Franceschi consulted with AB Doremus, city park superintendent, and raised from seed many of the trees that were
eventually planted in the park and street program, including the famous tunnel of Italian Stone Pines planted in 1908 that
still line Anapamu St.
In 1907, Riedel joined Franceschi when he incorporated the Southern California Acclimatizing Society. The two
horticulturalists worked with many of the other local landscape designers creating and planting the country estates of
Santa Barbara and Montecito. The partnership lasted only two years. Franceschi and his wife returned to Italy in 1913. His
property was later subdivided and sold in 1927 to Alden Freeman who admired Franceschi. Freeman wanted to
memorialize Franceschi and his work. He restored the house, added terraces and fountains, enlarged the property and
commissioned a sandstone bust of Franceschi. In 1931 Freeman gave the house and rare plant collection to the people of
Santa Barbara.
Riedel continued his work as landscape gardener and nurseryman, employing dozens of men in his design-and-build
contracts. His record of landscape work between 1905 and 1931 lists over 160 projects. He was so busy he would
commute between projects riding a motorcycle and wearing a yellow jacket. He earned the nickname “The Yellow Peril”.
After Riedel retired from his landscape business, he served as
a horticulture consultant for the city from 1938 to1953.

He lived in Franceschi’s house teaching high school,
college and adult education classes in horticulture. He
is quoted as saying his aim in teaching was to “catch
new homeowners before they are lead to plant the
wrong things.” Serving as a judge at flower shows,
Riedel thought it important to tell exhibitors why they
did not receive prices as well as the reason they did.
”Teach them by telling them what was wrong so that
they will grow in knowledge and improve their
gardens.”
He continued Franceschi’s work raising plants and trees
for the city streets and parks. Riedel spent his final
years writing a book “Plants for Extra-Tropical Regions A Catalogue of Plants That Are, Have Been and Might Be
Grown where the Orange and Avocado Thrive, Including
Brief Mention of Others Every Plantsman Should Know.”

Horticulture – Sharon Bradford and Amy Mayfield

Membership – Norma Jean Shaw
Membership – Norma Jean Shaw
The Garden Club of Santa Barbara welcomes two new
provisionals for 2020-2021.
Travis Kranz, Mrs. Thomas Kranz
1931 Boundary Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93108
805-845-2253, Cell-310-713-6151
Tb.kranz@verizon.net
Kelly Lloyd, Mrs. Ron Lloyd
4645 Via Bendita, Santa Barbara, CA 93110
805-448-6255
kellylloyd@me.com

Projects – Sally Fairbanks
The projects Committee would like you all to know that somehow (TBD) we will be voting on the 2020 Project Grant
Applications this year. The “shelter-in-place” order unfortunately came before our site visits in March and April to 3 of the
5 of our projects but we encourage you to visit these sites on line to become familiar with each project. There is so much
interesting information and articles on line about our community projects and now we have to time to explore each one!
1. Santa Ynez Botanic Garden: Butterfly Garden

www.santaynezvalleybotanicgarden.org
2. Lotusland: Euphorbia replacement

3. Santa Museum of Natural History: Cymbidiums and replacement of cracked pots in entry courtyard

4. Explore Ecology: School Gardens co-ordinators

https://exploreecology.org/school-garden-program/
5. Vernal Pool Restoration-in conjunction with the Cheadle Center for Biodiversity
Native Perennial Grassland Diversification Strategies
A Report for the Garden Club of Santa Barbara
Lisa Stratton, Ph.D. Dir. Ecosystem Management, CCBER, UCSB February 2020

Introduction
The North Campus Open Space Restoration Project includes a 15-acre native perennial grassland that was established through drill-seeding seeds from
locally sourced Purple Needle Grass (Stipa pulchra) at a rate of approximately 4-6 lbs/acre using a no-till seed drill borrowed from Victor Schaff at S &
seeds. Four acres were established in 2017-18 and 11 acres were established in 2018-19. Perennial bunch grasslands are increasingly rare in California
and diverse grasslands are even more rare. There are at least twenty species of herbs and forbs (aka wildflowers) that we have identified and
conducted seed collection for to add biodiversity to the grassland (Appendix 1). These small ephemeral plants are challenging to collect seeds from s
they were too valuable to spread around the whole site and hope that they would establish. As such, a number of experiments were set up and some
additional distinct seed dispersal areas were created when there were sufficient seeds. With special funding from the Garden Club of Santa Barbara,
CCBER staff and student interns and staff have been diversifying the grassland through the parallel strategies described below.
Project Goals:
Other research has found that dispersed seeds can be consumed by herbivores (birds, rodents) and may not receive suitable germination cues in
nature to germinate and establish. When seed is limited, it may be necessary to invest more in establishing an initial population of a species on site
through caging the seeds to reduce seed predation and herbivory of young plants, pre-treating the seeds to stimulate germination, irrigation, and/or
actually planting seedlings of longer-lived wildflower plants in order to guarantee that some plants will establish and can drop seeds. We evaluated th
soil preferences of species and number of seeds we had available, see list in the appendix, to develop our plans.
greenhouse. Five species were planted on December 17th, 2019 and the remainder in mid January. Monitoring of these plots for # germinants, %
flowering, % fruiting, and overall vigor will take place once a month beginning December 19th, and weeding of each plot will take place once per
month. All weeding effort will be recorded since time is often the limiting factor in ecological restoration.

Treasurer – Alex Bongaerts
Dues

THE GARDEN CLUB OF SANTA BARBARA
DUES NOTICE FOR 2020-21

Payable by May 1, Delinquent after July 1, 2020

Active/Sustaining/Provisional

Dues:

$225

Non-Resident

$145

NAME______________________________________________________________

Note: if you are changing your membership status, you must Jirst contact our
Membership Chair Norma Jean Shaw at njshaw@me.com
Complete the following only if info has changed from last year’s roster or if
you want to receive an acknowledgement for a Community Fund donation.
This info will be used for our 2020-21 Roster, so please be accurate.
Address__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________ Cell__________________________
Email

___________________________________________________________

Member Status__________________________________________________
2020-21 Dues
Optional donation to GCSB Community Fund

$__________________
$__________________

Total included

$___________________

Please send your check (payable to GCSB) and form to:
The Garden Club of Santa Barbara, PO Box 5773, Santa Barbara, 93150
Questions? Email Alex Bongaerts at penut41@me.com
Thank You!

Directory Change:

Sent by Susanne McEwen

Original foundation wall of Gould Garden.

