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The Budding News
Member of the Garden Club of America since 1918

Next General Meeting: Monday, May 13, Social 9:30, Meeting 10:00 
Lotusland

President’s Message 

Programs 
Conservation 
Floral Design 
Visiting Gardens 

Did you know that April is National Garden Month?  All over the country, April is usually 
the month where “spring springs”- and “no fooling”, everything is “springing” here in 
Santa Barbara from the mountainsides to the first blooms on the rose bushes to all of our 
committee activities.

The mini flower show at our General Meeting on April 1 was very much fun with 
so many lovely entries!  I wanted to copy every arrangement, wear the jewelry, and have 
all of those plants in my garden!  Thank you so much to Cheryl and to Dana for 
organizing everything, and to Joanie, Lou, Cheryl, Dana and Bobbie for their very helpful 
and inspiring comments.   And did you love the “April Fools” plant that Mari brought?  
Always great to have a sense of humor!

Following our meeting, everyone who was able to go had THE BEST TIME 
wandering in Sue’s exquisite garden and enjoying a delicious lunch overlooking it all.  
Thank you so much, Sue, for such a treat!!   

Our Visiting Garden trip to Palm Desert was spectacular- and we missed 
everyone who could not go.  Thank you, Mary, for such wonderful arrangements- and 
thank you, Diane for hosting us at El Dorado, and Joanie for having us to cocktails at 
your charming home.   Our return home was capped by a delightful luncheon at the 
Valley Hunt Club in Pasadena.  Merci beaucoup, Jocelyne and Bill!   

There is so much more to look forward to this month:  planting at the Santa Ynez 
Botanic Garden, visiting San Marcos Growers, and, of course, the final preparations for 
“The Garden Club of Santa Barbara Entertains with Charlotte Moss”!  As I write this, the 
beautiful invitations were mailed only six days ago, and already there are over 160 
acceptances.   It is going to be a gorgeous event, and we look forward to seeing you and 
your friends there!  Dress up and show up!   It won’t be the same without you.

Wishing you and your families all the blessings of Easter!
Anne Rhett

  In Memoriam  

We are saddened by the passing of Esther Glover. Esther was 
President from 2002-2004. We will think of her with fond 

memories and her infectious smile. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with her family at this time. She will be greatly missed. 
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Programs  

We look forward to seeing you at our final program of the year: It’s the Small Things That Count. Corey Wells of 
Lotusland will teach us about pollinator-friendly plants for our gardens and containers. A tour of the newly 
renovated insectary garden follows. Please note this meeting is on the SECOND Monday of the month, May 13, 
due to our May 7 fundraiser. Mari and I thank you for your full and enthusiastic support of all of our programs 
this year! 

Conservation News 

The Healthy Yard Pledge  
“I pledge to take care of my yard without synthetic 
pesticides, weed killers and fertilizers except on rare 
occasions to resolve an infestation or to improve habitat 
for native plants and wildlife. I also pledge not to throw 
pharmaceuticals or chemicals down my drains or 
toilets.”  

In the Winter issue of The Bulletin, all GCA members 
were encouraged to take the Healthy Yard Pledge.The 
majority of land in the United States is owned by private 
citizens like us and together we can make a real 
difference.Studies have shown that even very small 
amounts of pesticides, fertilizers and pharmaceuticals in 
our water can adversely impact human health.Taking the 
pledge is an important and simple step to a cleaner safer 
water supply.It also assures that your garden remains a 
healthy habitat for pollinators. With the increased use of 
neonicotinoids in agricultural and urban landscaping, the 
threat continues to grow.Begin here to make a 
difference and take the pledge!   Healthy Garden Pledge 

https://www.gcamerica.org/members:news/get?  
id=2394&homepagenews=1 

NEWS: THE GCA TO RECEIVE RACHEL CARSON WOMEN IN CONSERVATIONNEWS: THE GCA TO RECEIVE RACHEL CARSON WOMEN IN CONSERVATION
AWARDAWARD

 

March 20, 2019 
Building on a century of conservation efforts.

The Garden Club of America will be the recipient of the coveted https://www.audubon.org/women-in-conservation.
The Award recognizes American women whose exceptional talent, expertise, and energy advance conservation. Past
recipients include Lady Bird Johnson, Elizabeth Titus Putnam, Marian S. Heiskell, Sylvia Earle, Maya Lin, and Bette
Midler.

The National Audubon Society will present the award on May 16 to GCA President Dede Petri at the Plaza Hotel, NY.

Building on a century of conservation efforts, the GCA’s recent priorities have been a national Restoration Initiative
for public gardens and landscapes devastated by natural disasters, the Healthy Yard Pledge, legislation to promote

the hiring of botanists and use of native plants, a new position paper on Oceans, the promotion of native birds and
native plants, and growth of the Partners for Plants program to assist local and federal parks in removing invasives
and fostering native plants.

The GCA has also publicly spoken on an array of issues in keeping with its position papers, including opposing drilling
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, supporting the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Scenic Byways, and
opposing the use of neonicotinoids. 

Photo credit: Everglades National Park, photo by Elizabeth Waddill.

 

 

Floral Design 

The next floral design workshop will be held May 10 at 10am at the home of Cheryl Miller. The workshop will 
focus on LINE DESIGN and detailed information on what you will need to bring to the workshop will be emailed to 
those on the sign-up sheet. If you did not sign-up you may still do so by emailing Cheryl at 
mycakes2@gmail.com.

Floral Design Tip: For all of the botanical arts enthusiasts, Teri Taylor as recommended a simple to use super glue
—Scotch’s Super Glue Liquid. It bonds very quickly when using an accelerator (sold separately) and comes with 
a small brush applicator. You can purchase them on amazon.com. 

Needed: The Annual Meeting and Luncheon for our club will be held at the Miramar on June 3. I need either 
women from the floral design committee or garden club members to make arrangements for the luncheon. We 
will need about 7 arrangements. Please email me if you would like to do a centerpiece for this event.

mailto:mycakes2@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9fdGo2ZS9Zhhx1gQ7R5oq8WK2-E656T6F7OZOEV8UKg543Q/viewform
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Ways and Means: Fundraiser  

Plans for our major fundraising event with Charlotte Moss on Tuesday, May 7 are well underway.
Invitations have been sent out and responses are coming in at a fast rate.  If you haven’t sent in your response 
card yet, it is highly advised to do so as soon as possible.
Table Teams are busily at work creating their stunning tablescapes.

In an event of this size and scale, it is all hands on deck.  Volunteers are needed to do the following:
-Assist the table teams in getting their table elements from their cars to their table. 
-Assist the Floral Design Committee in placing the centerpieces on the ballroom tables.
-Check in all guests.
-Help sell books written by Charlotte Moss (Knowing how to use the Square will be helpful, but not necessary.)
-Help table teams disassemble their tables and reload their cars.

Please email Meghan Stoll (meghanstoll3@gmail.com) and inform her of how you would like to help on May 7th. 
 

If you would haven’t done so already and would like to support this event by becoming a patron, you have a 
week to do so before the program goes to print.   Please send your tax deductible check made out to The 
Garden Club of Santa Barbara to:
Alex Bongaerts
P.O. Box 5773
Santa Barbara, CA  93105

Garden History and Design 

There will be a GH&D committee meeting  

Thursday, April 25 
10:30 
At the home of 
Sarah C Heatwole 
5651 W Camino Cielo 

Please RSVP to Sarah at sarahcheatwole@gmail.com (847) 436-6276 

Thank you to all of you who have submitted garden descriptions and photos. We hope to have many more 
gardens represented in the New Updated Members’ Gardens Album. 

Please submit your garden description and photos to Teri Taylor before our annual meeting in June. 

Field Trip to the Santa Ynez Botanic Garden 

On Wednesday, April 10, seven members (and one adorable granddaughter), Norma Jean’s Charlotte traveled 
north to Santa Ynez Botanic Garden to plant the pollinator garden. Puck Erickson, member and Vice President 
of the Board of Directors, gave a tour and history of the garden. This fledgling garden is 100% staffed by 
volunteers and is enthusiastically supported by the community. It is the recipient once again of our project 
funding. On this beautiful spring day it was filled with walkers, school children, moms and preschoolers 
lunching. After planting a selection of native plants, the beds were mulched and watered and the workers were 
off to a wonderful lunch. If you haven’t been yet, it is a lovely stroll during your next visit to the valley. 

Agenda 
• Members’ Gardens Album 
• Riedel Garden Walk 
• Photography Committee 
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Happy Easter!


