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March tried so hard to roar in like a lion with rain and evacuations; but as I look out the window
today, there is bright sunshine and beautiful green everywhere; it seems we are “all in clover”!
Daylight savings time is back, and spring is almost here!!
What a wonderful evening we had with Thomas Woltz! So many people have said how
inspirational he was and how much they enjoyed hearing him. Many, many thanks again to
everyone involved:
Carol and Mari, it would never have happened or been so fabulous without you, your
persistence in getting him here and dedication to every detail. Congratulations to you and
your committee for such a memorable evening.
Susie, the tour of your beautiful garden with Kyle and Will was certainly a highlight of
Thomas’ visit. And what a treat to have such a delicious lunch that included many things
from the garden. Kudos to Kim.

Roster Changes

Tina, the publicity was amazing! I hope everyone either saw or heard some of it.
Thomas and his friend, Jillian, were both impressed and appreciative.

Anne Crowe’s
correct phone is
(805) 455-3586

Diane, the signs were perfect! Everyone commented on how helpful they were.
Without them, I am sure we would have had many lost souls on the Westmont
campus.
Vicky, thank you for keeping track of everyone coming, for early and late replies, and for
making sure our guests had name tags. And thank you to Strick for his penmanship!!!
And to Alex, Ladeen, Laura, Maria, Sara and Vick for helping check-in everyone!
Ashley Transki and Duo Catering, the hors d’oeuvres were delicious!! Many thanks for
your generous contribution and for partnering with us.
Isaac Hernandez-Herrero, the pictures are lovely and capture the evening. We are so
thankful to have them.
Ann Burgard and Keith Hamm, your tour of our damaged landscape was both moving
and so helpful for Thomas to understand our situation.
And to everyone who was there, thank you for your support and enthusiasm for the event.
Please don’t forget about our “mini in-house flower show” at the April General meeting. It is
strictly for fun, and we hope you all will bring something! If you did not get an entry card from
Cheryl or Dana, do call them or download it from the GCA website. The purpose of having cards
is to make sure everyone feels comfortable about filling them out.
Looking forward to seeing you at the flower show with your beautiful creations and well-bred
plants and flowers!

Programs: Inside Edition: the Flower Show Scoop, Covenant Church - A Collegial, informal mini-flower show
designed to educate and inspire. How to enter, what judges look for, tips and tactics—all the ins and outs
revealed! Here is the link to download entry cards https://www.gcamerica.org/members/flower-show

Thomas Woltz Presentation on Cultivating Hope in Damaged Landscapes
Thomas Woltz, one of America’s leading landscape architects, spoke at the Westmont College Global
Leadership Center on March 12, offering hope and inspiration for community members still reeling
from the devastating Thomas fire and the January 9, 2018 debris flow. We offered the free public
event so that Woltz, with his thoughtful and creative approaches to resurrecting damaged land, might
provide encouragement as our community finds its way forward.
Throughout his talk, Woltz emphasized that “Healing the land can be symbolic of healing a
community. A moment of grace occurs when you enter the landscape and discover the stories it has to
tell. Ask what is the history, what are the dynamics, who are your people. The stories of who we are
and how we got here are under our feet; listen to these stories, they can lead to the future. The
more awe and respect we have for these stories, the more resilient our landscapes will become and
the greater partnership we will forge.”
Woltz spoke of several damaged landscapes that he and his firm have restored to vitality and
balance.
Orongo Station, North Island, New Zealand
Woltz and his team reestablished the area’s original rain forest ecology, planting more than 600,000
trees, and attracted wild life back to the area, including the tuatara, a prehistoric reptile as old as
the first dinosaurs. All of this was woven into a profitable working sheep and cattle farm and
agricultural operation. Much of this land is sacred to the local Maori people, and that informed and
inspired much of the landscape design. Woltz described the restoration process: “By looking back, we
found a way forward to establish a balance of culture and ecology.”
Flight 93 National Memorial, Shanksville, PA
A former strip-mining operation, this park is now a landscape of memory, honoring the individual and
collective voices of those killed aboard Flight 93 on 9/11. A circular allée of maples that turn flaming
red in early September embraces the field. Woltz portrayed the memorial as “a natural system that
eloquently captures the loss of a nation.”
Karen Cragnolin Park, Asheville, NC
This is perhaps the most damaged landscape Woltz has tackled. An automotive dump along the French
Broad River in Asheville contained years of toxic waste and had been paved over with concrete slurry.
Old cars lined the river bank. When complete, the riparian park will provide a needed place of repose
and welcome in the center of Asheville. Woltz cited this park as a prime example of how “Our
landscapes must be resilient; they can’t simply be precious.”
Memorial Park, Houston TX
This site, twice the size of New York’s Central Park, had experienced multi-year droughts and a 500year hurricane and flood. It had suffered an 85 percent loss of tree canopy and was surrounded by
freeways. Now well on its way to becoming a healthy and vital city park, “It was designed not in the
hope of preventing the virulence of nature, but to establish a resilient ecology that could remain
dynamic and balanced in the wake of disasters,” Woltz said.

Conservation News:
We may have all become used to the sight of the flickering lights of oil derricks off our coast but are
you aware of the aging infrastructure (some as old as 1890) that is causing continuous leaks and
increases the possibilities of future major oil spills. Just as we are facing the removal of many of
these environmental hazards, the federal government has reopened the prospect of new drilling off
the California coast.
The good news is that in 2017, the State Legislature authorized $20 million through 2028 to identify
and plug “legacy” wells and remove coastal hazard, including old steel pilings and jetties. In a 2018
report to the Legislature, State Lands estimates there are “200 high priority legacy oil and gas
wells that could, depending on their condition, leak oil into the marine environment…” Of these
192 are off Summerland and eight are off Goleta, near Haskell’s Beach.
An excellent article by freelance writer, Melinda Burns, can be found here where you can read more
about the lengthy and complicated removal process and the involvement of community and oil
companies.
https://www.noozhawk.com/article/offshore_oil_santa_barbara_channel_the_long_goodbye
Santa Ynez Opportunity
We have been asked to assist in planting at the Santa Ynez Botanic Garden. As you know we have
supported this beautiful fledgling botanic garden through our past program donations. The day is Wednesday
April 10 from 10-12. After our hard work we will reward ourselves with lunch at Industrial Eats! Carpools will

Floral Design:
Floral Design Tip: For great double-stick tape, try XFASTEN, available on Amazon.
Sign up sheets were passed at the General Meeting for entering the mini flower show which will be the
program for our next meeting. Only one person (actually a team of two) signed up to do an arrangement and
no one signed up for botanical arts. I am assuming this was because the sign up did not make it around the
room. Please call me if you are entering. I am hoping for some ENTHUSIASM ! I am available to help with
arrangements, botanical arts and filling out entry cards. Call me at 805-705-4343.
Please enter--it will be FUN!
Cheryl Miller

NAL
Garden Club of America’s National Affairs and Legislation Conference 2019
Norma Jean Shaw and Alice Van di Water represented the Garden Club of Santa Barbara at the recent
NAL Conference along with over 300 other delegates from 165 clubs. The purpose of the yearly
conference is to keep GCA membership current on federal policy initiatives that relate to the GCA
mission. It accomplishes this by identifying advocacy opportunities.
The conference was well planned by two outstanding members of the Garden Club, Hollidae Morrison,
NAL Committee Chairman and SaSa Panarese, GCA Conservation Committee Chairman. Both members
kept the conference moving along at a fast pace providing Norma Jean and Alice with a non-partisan
voice supporting values that seek and find solutions to challenges facing our natural world. To best
effect the most significant changes for our world, scientists, researchers, and politicians addressed
agriculture, bird populations, botany, forests and oceans. This was all in an effort to help GCA focus
on being a strong voice and advocate for plants.

By meeting with their legislators on Capitol Hill, the delegates relied on knowledge of science and clearly written
position to encourage members of Congress to join GCA in the protection of the environment.
Norma Jean and Alice will report further on the NAL Conference at the April meeting.

2019 Project Committee Recommendations:
The Projects Committee has reviewed the following grant applications and considers these proposals
are in line with GCA’s Purpose: to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening, to restore,
improve, and protect the quality of the environment through educational programs and action in the
fields of conservation & civic improvement.
At our General Meeting on April 1st, we will vote on each of these 7 proposals.
Cheadle Center for Biodiversity & Ecological Restoration – Grassland Wildflower Restoration
($4980)
This is to restore the biodiversity of the perennial native bunch grass habitat
by the establishment of experimental islands of wildflowers to restore unique native
plant communities, refine restoration techniques, train students and create wildflower
populations, creating nectar & pollen resources for native pollinators.
Funding will go to supporting student involvement by hands-on experience in the
field of restoration and ecology as well as applicable research skills through
seed collection, experimental plant establishment & monitoring, and controlling invasive
weeds.
Santa Ynez Botanic Garden ($1000)
The Santa Ynez Botanic Garden introduces children of all ages to the world of native plants,
and provides a unique, accessible and interactive environment.
Local schools participate in planting, propagating and maintaining the gardens.
They are requesting this money for 2 new propagation tables and the installation of entry
columns.
Casa del Herrero – Restoration the Arizona Garden ($2500)
Requesting additional funds for plantings to revitalize the Arizona cactus garden
situated beyond the main allée. This is the 2nd part of our assistance in this garden.
Explore Ecology School Gardens Program ($12,500)
The request is for four new positions within the School Gardens program, which falls
within GCA’s mission to educate and “Seed Our Future” and the continuation of our
involvement with an ongoing program
The program currently serves 14,000 elementary & junior high students in 38 schools
to provide garden-based lessons during and after school in the Edible Schoolyard.
Music Academy of the West ($2500)
Rejuvenation of the Pergola in Ann’s Garden for plant material, soil amendment, irrigation.
Mission Olive Grove ($8,746)
GCSB has been working with the Parks & Recreation Department for over 7 years on the Mission
Olive Grove that was given as a Memorial by the Garden Club of Santa Barbara 100 years ago.
This project is finally moving forward and they are requesting this amount to facilitate the
project approval process and get the trees planted in time for the 100th year anniversary of the
Memorial Olive Grove

Museum of Natural History ($12,500)
2nd half of our 2- year commitment to restore the Puesta del Sol Esplanade
accessibility and landscaping.

VISITING GARDENS
Thank you to Jocelyne for hosting a wonderful luncheon and garden tour for 28 members after our
March 4th meeting. Sue McKinley will host us to a tour of her garden and light refreshments after our
April 1st meeting. Please rsvp to Sue at McKinley1520@aol.com.
27 members will be going on the Palm Desert trip April 3-5. Please be on the lookout for an email
regarding final details as well as menu options.

Ways and Means: Fundraiser
We are off and running for our May 7th Charlotte Moss Luncheon. We TRULY thank those of you who
have generously helped to underwrite our expenses. We are so excited that everything is falling into
place! But….we REALLY NEED your help: Please clear and block your calendars for May 7th, 8:00 a.m.
to 2:30. The Event commences at 10:00 a.m. so we need to get there early at 8:00 a.m. sharp. If
everyone helps and pitches in to set up, then no one will be overburdened. Thank you in advance
dear ladies! Lastly, please Email your addresses to cross check against the master list to Bobbie
Kinnear ..bek300@aol.com. Got questions or concerns regarding addresses or bringing guests? We
will do what YOU tell us to do! Call, text or email Meghan for questions or concerns: 805 448-8894 and
her NEW EMAIL IS: meghanstoll3@gmail.com Thank you very much. Betsy and Meghan

Los Padres National Forest

Figueroa Mountain First Wildflower Update for 2019
March 21, 2019
Happy 2019 wildflower season and happy spring everyone!
Due to the much needed rain, the Figueroa wildflowers are back on a normal schedule. The biggest question this season…
“Is Grass Mountain going to have a Super Bloom”? The answer has been “It’s hard to tell.” Normally on heavy rain years,
the poppies have to compete with the grasses and the grasses usually win. It was actually looking that way until last week.
The sun was out all week and the poppies are really starting to make a presence on Grass Mountain. Lupine are not
holding back this year and purple patches are beginning to appear on Grass Mountain as well.
Let’s get started!
Starting at the first cattle guard and continuing to the canopy area, shiny buttercups, blue dicks, beautiful fiesta flowers,
milk maids, fiddlenecks, Johnny jump-ups, fillaree, lomatium, miniature lupine and miner’s lettuce are in bloom. Right
before the canopy area, look to your right and find a charming little field of shooting stars, popcorn flower, lomatium and
Johnny jump-ups. As one enters the canopy area, the hillside on the left has sky lupine starting to bloom. The canopy area
is also hosting beautiful Johnny jump-ups, blue dicks, lomatium, buttercups, fiesta flowers and fillaree.
As you continue to climb the mountain, stunning orange California poppies are beginning to bloom along the road and
along the rocky hillsides. Beautiful Ceanothus is blooming in this location and throughout Figueroa Mountain, providing a
lovely snow-like appearance. Right before you get to the rusty gate, look on the ground to the right and find adorable, tiny
cream cups in bloom along with fillaree. If you look to your left, you will see that Grass Mountain is coming alive with
large carpets of bright orange poppies as they open up on warm sunny days. Lupine are joining the poppies this year and
patches of purple are also beginning to paint the hillside. Just a reminder…if the weather is cloudy, rainy and/or cold, the
poppies wrap themselves up and do not open until it is sunny and warm, so pick a sunny day for your visit so that the
poppies can put on a show for you.
Other wildflowers to look for as you continue your uphill drive include, buttercups, poppies, miner’s lettuce, coreopsis,
fillaree, lomatium, shooting stars, and star camas. If you wish to take pictures of Grass Mountain, look for the serpentine
turnout on the left. This is a great vantage point as most of the south facing slope of Grass Mountain can be seen from this
location.
When you get to Vista Point (large gravel turnout about 11.4 miles from the bottom), take this opportunity to stretch a bit
by taking a short stroll along this area and while doing so, you will find carpets of elegant goldfields, beautiful chocolate
lilies, buttercups, fillaree, lomatium and whimsical shooting stars as they start to make a presence.
In the area across Vista Point and along the side of part of the road, look for the beautiful combination of orange poppies
and yellow coreopsis.
As you pass the station, the next blooms you will find will be in the field on the right hand side, before getting to Tunnell
Ranch Road. Shiny buttercups and blue dicks are blooming in this area.

Directions to Figueroa Mountain
Whether you are coming from Highway 101 North or South:
Get off on Highway 146 (the 146 exit closest to Buellton, not Santa Barbara)
Head east on Highway 146 (one can only go east)
About 2 miles on Highway 146, turn left on Figueroa Mountain Road (Watch for the sign at the Los
Olivos exit): One line has an arrow pointing to the right and says “Grand Ave”. Another line has an
arrow pointing to the left and says “Figueroa Mountain Road”.
Follow Figueroa Mountain Road all the way down (about 4 miles) until the road turns slightly and one
goes over a small bridge.
Keep going up a slight incline and over the cattle guard.
This is where the Figueroa Wildflower Update begins.

Thomas Woltz Evening
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