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Next General Meeting: Monday, February 3, 2020
Direct Relief Headquarters, 6100 Wallace Becknell Road
What a busy February we had! But don’t worry! If you missed the Pop-up at
Lotusland, the Kokedama workshop, the lecture luncheon at the Little Town or
the workday at the Botanic Garden, we have EVEN MORE “in store” for you in
March and April! Be sure to come to our March meeting to hear about the old
Gould estate and about Florestal and then mark your calendars for visits to both!
Founders Fund vote will also take place on March 2. Please read the summaries
of the three finalists in your GCA Bulletin or on the GCA webpage.
Many thanks to Allyson Hayward and to Sarah Heatwole for the delightful day at
the Little Town Club with Robin Karson, founder and executive director of the
American Society of Landscape Architects. We all learned so much about
Lockwood de Forest, his projects here in Santa Barbara, and loved knowing that
some of our members have homes and gardens designed by him!
After going “back to our roots” in February and March, we will be jumping “back
to the future” at the April meeting which will focus on Conservation. We will hear
from our own members, Susanne Tobey and Anne Crowe about this year’s NAL
Conference as well as from Kathleen Biggins and Kathy Herring from C-Change.
With daylight savings time coming on March 8, it’s exciting that spring and all the
flowers it brings cannot be far behind!
Anne Rhett

Programs - Mari Mitchel and Carol Newman
Visit the past at our March 2 meeting as renowned architect Marc Appleton introduces us
to Florestal, one of the great houses of Santa Barbara’s Spanish Colonial Revival era and
one of George Washington Smith’s finest masterpieces. We’ll meet at the Santa Barbara
Museum of Art. NOTE: Save the date of April 1 for a tour of the gardens of Florestal. Two
times will be offered—a tour at 10 a.m. and one at 2:00. Sign up at the March meeting.

Conservation – Susanne Tobey
The Natural Weed Whackers
Elings Park is recruiting over 200 Merino Sheep to remove fire prone plants and invasive weeds. This is the first time these
voracious fuzzy, eco-friendly critters have been used in the Park and have been provided by Cuyama Lamb. LLC. Volunteer
docents will be provided daily by Channel Island Restoration. This program will run for roughly three weeks, depending on
the appetites of the fuzzy friends, beginning on Monday, March 2nd, 2020. The flock will be viewable at the park with no
charge, although on weekends there is a $5.00 parking fee.
The public is welcome to hike onto the south bluffs of Elings Park to view the flock during daylight hours.
"We take our proximity to neighbors on the Mesa seriously and this is a safe alternative to herbicides" said Elings Park
Executive Director, Dean Noble. The flock will be concentrating on our grassy south bluffs overlooking the Pacific. You
could call them 'ewes with ocean views.'"
In addition to removing unwanted and highly flammable vegetation, hoof impact from the flock will condition the soil by
breaking up the hard clay layer allowing better water absorption and enabling roots to spread. Trampling dead plant
matter into soil creates natural conditions that favor native and perennial plant communities over non-native invasives.

Floral Design – Cheryl Miller
Flower arranging workshop
April 3rd, 10 a.m.
at my house-980 Paseo Los Santos
Garden History & Design – Sarah Heatwole
Save the dates:
Pop Up Party in the garden of Betsey Moller
Wednesday, March 4, 2-4 pm
Ennisbrook Preserve Walk with Sharon Bradford
Monday, March 9
10-11:30 am
RSVP to Sarahcheatwole@gmail.com

Horticulture – Sharon Bradford and Amy Mayfield
Save the date:
10:00 am on Tuesday, April 7th
San Marcos Growers
We are planting seeds from our Shirley Meneice Conference
We need lots of helpers! Thanks, Amy

Projects – Sally Fairbanks
The following grant applications have been submitted to the Projects
Committee. We will vote on these at our April General Meeting.
There will be site visits to the Santa Ynez Botanic Garden, Serenity
House, 2 Explore Ecology gardens, and the Cheadle Center in March.
Dates will be announced in a later email.
We had a pop-up at Lotusland in February to view the Euphorbia.
Santa Ynez Botanic Garden: Butterfly garden
Lotusland: Euphorbia replacement
Natural History Museum: Entryway Cymbidiums and pots
Explore Ecology: School Gardens co-ordinators
Vernal pool restoration with the Cheadle Center:
VNH Serenity House organic garden:

$ 1,500
$ 5,227
$ 3,100
$12,500
$ 4,955
$ 4,805

Visiting Gardens – Mary Hampson
Our Northern California Trip, May 11-16, is going to be amazing. We are blessed with a
plethora of private gardens, clubs and homes to visit. We are at our ideal number of 20,
but I could add 1 or 2 more if someone's plans change at the last minute and they would
like to join us. Please phone me. I will also be organizing a day trip in April/May to visit
private gardens and have lunch in the Brentwood/Santa Monica area. Thank you, Mary

