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Next General Meeting: Monday, January 7

Direct Relief Headquarters 6100 Wallace Becknell Road
Oh, what fun it was at the December meeting to see all of our beautiful
arrangements for Hospice lined up and ready to be delivered! With them went our
heartfelt wishes to the recipients for joy, peace and a blessed holiday season.
And many, many thanks to Mary Hampson for making spirits bright with the
delicious luncheon at her very festive home following the meeting.
On Wednesday, December 5, a number of us met at the Santa Barbara
Museum of Art to view the exhibit, “Paths of Gold”. If you were unable to attend, I
highly encourage you to go, especially when our members will have floral
arrangements interpreting the screens. The screens are gorgeous- so much prettier
in person, and you will enjoy the experience.
Even though our January meeting is in a new location for us, I hope you will
all embrace the adventure and come to Direct Relief International on January 7.
There will be carpooling from All Saints by the Sea Episcopal Church in Montecito, so
take advantage of that and join the fun!
Wishing you and all of your families a very Merry Christmas! See you in the
New Year!
Anne Rhett

🎄

Programs:
Pack your bags, get your visa, and head to Goleta for the January 7 general meeting
at the brand spanking new and environmentally innovative Direct Relief
headquarters. Our speaker is Dr. Susan Mazer, president of the California Botanical
Society and California’s Phenology Project, who will show us how to become citizenscientists and contribute to the project right from our own back yards. Phenology is
nature’s calendar, and the project evaluates the changes occurring in the calendars
of our local plant life.
Some of you might prefer to carpool. You can arrange a ride with a friend or you’re
welcome to meet at All Saints parking lot that morning and we will match up drivers
and non-drivers. Cars will leave promptly at 9:20 a.m. Please email Carol Newman
at carolnewman7@gmail.com if you can be a driver or need a ride and we’ll make
sure it works out.

Direct Relief is located at 6100 Walter Becknell Road in Goleta, a 15-minute drive
from All Saints. Here are directions from the church:
Take 101 North for 11.08 miles to Exit 104B toward CA-217/UCSB/Airport.
Go .55 miles and take the Hollister Ave. exit, Exit 2.
Turn right onto Hollister Ave. and go 1.21 miles.
Turn right onto David Love Place.
Go .08 miles and take the first right onto Walter Becknell Rd.
Go .08 miles and Direct Relief is on the left.

Conservation:
National Affairs and Legislation Committee
The Garden Club of America
115th Congress, 2nd Session — November 19, 2018
Call to Action:
Support
The Land and Water Conservation Fund
Address
The National Parks’ Maintenance Backlog

LWCF:
During the “lame duck” session after the midterm elections, there is a very real
opportunity to permanently authorize the Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCF) and assure that full funding of $900 million annually is dedicated for its use.
Bills approved by both House and Senate Committees addressing LWCF have
attracted widespread bipartisan support, but they
now must be passed by both chambers and reconciled before these bills can become
law.
LWCF, originally enacted in 1965, fulfills a bipartisan commitment to safeguard our
natural areas, water resources and cultural heritage, and to provide recreation
opportunities to all Americans. While it has been of critical support in protecting
endangered natural resources, it has never been permanently authorized and has
only provided about half of the $900 million annually intended for conservation. The
LWCF is funded by fees paid by companies drilling in U.S waters for oil and gas, so no
federal or state money is used. Funding for LWCF from these revenues expired on
Sept. 30th, and Congress must act if these funds are to be reinstated.
The GCA has consistently supported the LWCF since its inception in 1965. This
bedrock program has been instrumental in protecting and conserving our public
lands, from local parks to national parks, and the plant and animal species that rely
on them for critical habitat.
National Parks Maintenance Backlog:
In conjunction with bills to authorize LWCF, Senate and House Committees have also
approved legislation to address the backlog of maintenance in our National Parks,
estimated to have reached about $11 billion. These measures would commit roughly
$5 billion from energy production on public lands, including income from onshore
and offshore oil and gas leases, to begin to address this backlog.
If Congress moves to address LWCF and the national parks maintenance backlog
before the end of the year, they are expected to combine these into one legislative
package.

Given GCA’s history of advocacy for LWCF and National Parks, it is critical to
encourage all members of Congress to support these measures before Congress
adjourns for the year sometime in December.
Below are sample letters to Senators and Representatives that you can edit and send
in support of LWCF and funding for the maintenance backlog of National Parks.
Please feel free to personalize these letters as are they are but samples for you to
use. An added bonus would be to cite how much your state has benefited from
LWCF by going to the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Coalition and identifying local projects to note in the letter.
Action To Take:
Contact Your Senators via e-mail and/or by phone:
Dear Senator ______
I urge you to support legislation that recently passed the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources
Committee (S. 569) permanently dedicating $900 million per year to the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). This has been an invaluable source of funding for
conservation and recreation projects throughout the country.
This bill was reported along with legislation providing funding to address the backlog
of maintenance at our National Parks (S. 3172).
As a resident and active citizen in __________(state), I strongly urge you to support
passage of both these measures before the 115th Congress adjourns, and
permanently re-authorize and fund LWCF.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Your name
local garden club
and home address
The Senate LWCF bill, S. 569, has 50 cosponsors. See if either of your Senators is a
cosponsor and if so, thank them for their co-sponsorship:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115thcongress/senate-bill/569/cosponsors
Action To Take:
Contact Your Representative via e-mail and/or by phone:
Dear Representative________________,
I urge you to support H.R. 6759, permanently dedicating $900 million per year to the
Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF). This has been an invaluable source of funding for
conservation and
recreation projects throughout the country.
This bill, as well as legislation providing funding to address the backlog of
maintenance in our National
Parks (H.R. 6510 ), should be priorities BEFORE CONGRESS ADJOURNS FOR THE YEAR
IN DECEMBER. Both issues have broad bipartisan support.
As a resident and active citizen in __________(state), I strongly urge you to support
passage of both these measures before the 115th Congress adjourns and
permanently re-authorize and fund LWCF which
expired on September 30th.
I applaud the House of Representatives efforts to permanently authorize and fund
the Land and Water Conservation Fund and also provide much-needed funding to
address the deplorable backlog of maintenance in our National Parks.

Thank you for your time and consideration
Your name
local garden club
and home address
The House LWCF bill, S. 6759, has 19 co-sponsors. See if your Representative is a cosponsor
and if so, thank them for their co-sponsorship: www.congress.gov/bill/115th
congress/housebill/ 6759/cosponsors
How to contact your legislators:
To send an e-mail to your senator, go to
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm and scroll
to the state. Go to the senator’s individual web page and look for “Contact.” Each
site is different, but each site allows you to submit emails.
To find your representative, go to
https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
To send an email to your representative: go to their individual website and send
from there under “Contact.” Each site is different, but each site allows you to submit
emails.
To telephone any legislator, call the Capitol switchboard: 202-224-3121. Ask for your
Senator's or Representative’s office by name. When the phone is answered, say that
you want to leave a message about an issue. An aide will take the message or send
you to the legislator’s voice mail.
This seems impersonal but is nevertheless effective—legislators keep track of how
many calls come in on different issues and the direction in which sentiment is
running. Even a relatively small number of calls are enough to warrant serious
consideration of the views expressed.
*********************************************************************
NAL Calls to Action serve in an advisory capacity only, based on committee research.
It is up to
individual clubs and club members to decide whether or how to act on the issues
presented. Clubs and club members are not required to act. Any action taken by a
club member is done in an individual volunteer capacity. Accordingly, letters and
calls should be treated as personal correspondence.
To unsubscribe: Contact Danielle Bartolone at GCA Headquarters, 212-753-8287,
ext. 212,
or danielle.bartolone@gcamerica.org.

LadyBuds:
LadyBuds will be meeting January 9, 9:30 at Nancy Read’s home. Floral
arrangements are now being delivered to The Friendship Center in Montecito as well
as PATH. More flowers and volunteers are needed. Please RSVP to Nancy
at readspage@icloud.com.
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