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Next General Meeting: Monday, February 3, 2020
Direct Relief Headquarters, 6100 Wallace Becknell Road
Happy New Year! I hated to miss our very first meeting of 2020, but, by all accounts, it was greatand everyone who came is at least a degree more “tech savvy” then they were in 2019.
For our Zone XII meeting in March, I have been asked to write a short report on collaboration in
our club. I can hardly think of better collaboration than what happened from one side of the
country (SC) to the other (CA) for our January meeting. My deepest thanks to all of you who made
everything run so smoothly on “a moment’s notice” - to Mary and Tina and each
of our committee chairs! Our club ventures are indeed a team effort, and we do know how to
“keep calm and garden club on”!
What a wonderful way to open the New Year with our “Christmas gift” from Field+ Fort. Thanks to
the generosity of Susie and Kyle and your purchases of greenery and paperwhites at the December
party, over $5500 has been added to our funds.
By our February meeting, we will be almost half way through winter. The ground hog may or may
not have seen his shadow, but no matter what he forecasts, we will be looking forward to the
perfect plants to put in our spring and summer vegetable gardens! It is an open meeting with
lunch that should be lots of fun; so, bring your friends and bring your recipes for the “recipe
exchange”! Everyone will go home with new ideas for the garden and the kitchen… a truly “farm
to table” event!
Can’t wait to see you there!
Anne Rhett

Programs - Mari Mitchel and Carol Newman
Our next meeting on February 3 at Direct Relief headquarters (6100 Becknell Rd. in Goleta) will be
an Open Meeting, so invite your friends. Kim Natzel will give us the dirt on vegetable gardens, and
the Conservation Committee will share a presentation on pollinators. A veggie box lunch will be
served, and we encourage you to bring your favorite veggie recipe on a 3 x 5 card to share.

Hospitality – Peggy Ittner and Ellen Pillsbury
Following our Open Meeting on February 3rd at the Direct Relief Headquarters, please plan to stay
for a box lunch. The cost will be 22.00. Send your checks payable to The Garden Club of Santa
Barbara by January 28th to:
Peggy Ittner
1111 Dulzura Drive
Santa Barbara CA 93108

Conservation – Susanne Tobey
CONSERVATION TRIP TO DANGERMOND PRESERVE
In December fourteen club members visited the Dangermond Preserve. This “last perfect place in
California” was gifted to the Nature Conservancy by Laura and Jack Dangermond. This 25,000 acre
nearly untouched property — about the size of the entire City of Santa Barbara — hugs California’s
most prominent corner at Point Conception, where the lands and seas of the north meet those of
the south. The preserve represents the last intact ecosystem for the Southern California coast,
home to many threatened or endangered species. challenge Our tour was led by Mike Bell,
Preserve Director for the Nature Conservancy, and augmented by botanist Steve Junak. We
explored the coast, the beaches, and viewed the Point Conception lighthouse. We learned about
the many challenges facing the preserve in preparing for future educational and scientific
research. As the Preserve is not yet open for visits, we felt very privileged to be able to view this
Jewel of the Coast. That and a stop for Jalama Beach Burgers made for a great day!

Floral Design – Cheryl Miller
To use orchids in an arrangement without water, preserve as follows. Cut orchids leaving a small
stem. Place on a pan filled with water and hydrate the blossoms for 30 minutes. Remove orchids,
clip stems so they are very short. Apply a bead of Oasis floral adhesive to the cut stem, thus sealing
in the water. Floral adhesive is available on Amazon.
To create small water tubes to pop blooms into an arrangement, use pipettes, also available on in
various sizes on Amazon. Snip both ends of the pipettes to desired length. Place the pointed end in
a flame and pinch closes with a needle nose pliers. This technique can also be done with plastic
drinking straws.

Garden History & Design – Sarah Heatwole
SAVE THE DATE!
For a lecture, followed by lunch on February 20, 2020
10:00 Social 10:30 Lecture 11:30 questions and lunch.
Robin Karson, Hon ASLA Executive Director of the Library of American Landscape History will speak
on the designs of Lockwood de Forest.

Horticulture – Sharon Bradford and Amy Mayfield
The kokedama workshop will be held on 2/13 at 9:30am at the home of Sharon Bradford, 204
Boeseke Parkway in Ennisbrook. Please Rsvp to Amy at amyLmayfield@gmail.com if you can
attend and how many kokedamas you would like to make. The cost is $25 each or $40 for two.
Please Rsvp by February 10th.
In early April, we plan to have a seed planting workshop using the many
seeds collected from the past two Shirley Meneice Horticulture conferences.
More details to follow but we hope anyone interested can attend. This
workshop will be held at San Marcos Growers

Projects – Sally Fairbanks
We have begun receiving grant proposals from several long-time Garden
Club partners and some interesting new hands-on projects. The Projects
Committee will present these at the March meeting, and we will set up site
visits and then vote on the proposals in April.

Visiting Gardens – Mary Hampson
Our Northern California Trip, May 11-16, keeps getting better. In addition to fabulous gardens and
Sally Fairbanks and Susie Bechtel hosting us, Jennifer Rogers’ (aka Crimmins) sister has invited us
for cocktails one evening in S.F. Please call the Metropolitan Club (415-673-0600) and Stanford
Park Hotel (650-322-1234) to book rooms and send me your check for $1,200. GCA Domestic and
Foreign Travel Don’t forget to check the Visiting Gardens section on the GCA website to see what
trips they are offering. Thank you, Mary

Ways and Means – Betsy Coates and Megan Stoll
The Ways and Means Committee is delighted to share happy news with the membership!! Thanks
to the efforts of club members who attended the December 2 General Meeting laden with
‘treasures’ for the White Elephant Sale, over $1,600 was raised for our club’s Community Account.
Two days later, on December 4, Susie Bechtel and her business partner, Kyle Irwin, graciously
opened up the doors of their gorgeous new store, Field and Fort, for a fabulous cocktail party just
for our members and spouses.
All of the proceeds from the sale of the beautiful, beribboned wreaths and potted paper whites
sold at the store were most generously donated to The Garden Club of Santa Barbara, adding an
additional amount of $5,523 to the club’s Community Account.
In light of this great news, and on top of the success of the Charlotte Moss event last May, the
Ways and Means Committee has decided to forego the April fundraiser that was being planned.
That means it will be up to the 2020-2022 Ways and Means Committee to decide when the next
club fundraiser will be scheduled.
Until then, we can celebrate our members’ incredible generosity and hard work over the course of
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extend
our sincere and heartfelt thanks for your continued support of our efforts.

Tech Tips from Jan. 6
UCSB’s Trees
Birds are Vanishing

