
 
The Garden Club of Santa Barbara 
General Meeting 
Monday, March 5, 2018 
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Library 
 
President Susanne Tobey called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m. 
 
President: Susanne thanked the Botanic Garden for hosting the meeting and noted that 
the garden was founded by Santa Barbarans including a former GCSB member.  She then 
recognized one of our own, Botanic Garden Executive Director Steve Windhager, Ph.D., 
who welcomed all and invited members to walk with him to the Maze Garden following 
the meeting.  President Susanne thanked Amy Mayfield and Dawn Lafitte for providing 
the floral arrangements and Joan Zacher for providing refreshments. 
 
Susanne then invited Mary Alice Tudor’s friend Carol Halsted to pay tribute to Alice. 
Carol praised “M.A.” as an authentic person who truly represented the mission of the 
Garden Club.  Susanne then asked Dana Kent to pay tribute to Helen Haskell, a devoted 
member and Dana’s long-time friend even before she and Helen joined together in 1980.  
Monica Tucker added her appreciation. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the December 4, 2017, General Meeting were approved as 
distributed. 
 
Treasurer:  Carol Newman reported account balances of $77,918.75 in the 
Administrative Account and $50,000.00 in the club’s Community Fund Account for total 
of $127,918.75 in our checking account. 
 
Carol reported on fundraiser numbers to date.  There were $38,750 in ticket sales and 310 
tickets sold for a record in 2017!  That compares to $34,375 (275 tickets) in 2015 and 
$34,025 (272 tickets) in 2014.  Donations set a record as well: $10,700 in 2017 compared 
to $7,800 in 2015 and $3,665 in 2014.  Raffle sales in 2017 were almost $1,500.  The 
boutique sales total to date are $31,332.35.  Total income from our fundraiser was 
$80,784.87.  Total expenses so far are $37,636.24 for a net profit to date of $43,148.63.  
(More sales and expenses are expected.)  This compares to a total income of $62,175 in 
2015 with the net profit of $32,280.  Carol congratulated Sharon Bradford and Amy 
Mayfield on a major accomplishment! 
 
First Vice President: No report. 
 
Second Vice President:  No report. 
 
 
 



Communications:  Vicki Hough announced that Maria Black will add information to our 
Instagram account; please send Maria appropriate pictures to add to our account. At a 
future meeting members will be shown how to access our Instagram account. 
 
Conservation:  In Alex Bongaerts’ absence Amy Mayfield enthusiastically reported on 
Amy’s experience at the recent NAL Meeting in Washington, D.C. that has motivated her 
to believe we all need to be more aware of GCA’s Position Papers. 
 
Floral Design:  Laura Kuhn thanked Amy Mayfield and Dawn Lafitte for their 
arrangements displayed at today’s meeting.  President Susanne commented on pictures in 
the current issue of By Design of Betsy Coates and of Cheryl Miller who won the 
Dorothy Vietor Munger Award in recognition of her creative work of outstanding beauty 
using predominantly fresh plant material at the Garden Club of Winnetka’s recent flower 
show Glaciers to Gardens at the Chicago Botanic Garden.   
 
Lady Bud’s will meet at Nancy Read’s.  Beth Leddy reported all is set for Cancer Center 
Flowers.  See Budding News for details. 
 
Garden History and Design:  No report. 
 
Horticulture: Sally Fairbanks invited members to view images of the “focusing on the 
Freeman” winners and to learn about the online photography contest in conjunction with 
the GCA Horticulture Committee, “Wings at Work: Birds, Bees and Butterflies, too,” and 
to access the Wings at Work schedule in the March 2018 issue of GCA’s online 
magazine focus.  
 
Additionally, Sally announced that she’s organized a trip to Ojai on April 11 that will 
include a $10/person docent-lead tour at the Taft Gardens.  Attendees will also visit a 
private garden belonging to Carey Starbuck.   Sally added that all will car pool to Ojai: 
time and location TBD. 
 
Membership:  No report. 
 
Nominating:  No report. 
 
Programs: Susanne McEwen noted that January’s speaker Kate Frey, whose program 
was cancelled at the last minute due to Thomas Fire and following mud and debris flows, 
will entertain us and our guests with her presentation “Adventures in Gardening around 
the World” at the April 9 Open General Meeting to be held at the Music Academy of the 
West.  [Note: Due to the cancelation of the February 5 General Meeting the Open 
Meeting was rescheduled for Monday, April 9.] 
 
Projects:  In Tisha Ford’s absence President Susanne reminded members that receipt of 
all applications for project funding were delayed due to the recent devastating events and 
are now due March 15 and March 30.  Organizations were notified.  She announced 



receipt of a donation of $575 from the Ladue Garden Club in St. Louis, Missouri, to 
assist in recovery efforts.   
 
Visiting Gardens: Norma Jean Shaw announced plans are set for the upcoming April 2 
to 7 trip to Charleston.  Contact Norma Jean or Mary Thomas with any questions. 
 
Ways & Means: President Susanne again congratulated fundraiser chairs Sharon 
Bradford and Amy Mayfield and announced that the remaining Boutique items are for 
sale at today’s meeting.   
 
 
Old Business 
 
Members:  
 
Regarding GCA’s $50,000 Restoration Grant, President Susanne announced she 
contacted GCA President Dede Petri to inform her that our club will undoubtedly request 
funds, but it is simply too soon to identify a project.  See the GCA website for grant 
details.    
 
First District Supervisor Das Williams, Recovery Director Matt Pontes and OEM 
Director Rob Lewin recently met with residents at the Montecito Association and 
discussed recovery efforts, traffic, mud/debris removal, and other topics.  President 
Susanne advised members that if they would like to voice their concerns or observations, 
direct correspondence to these two officials.   
 
 
New Business   
 
Members:  
 
Annual Meeting Registration Chairman Bobbie Kinnear announced numbers registered to 
date: 479 delegates and 442 volunteers of which 21 are GCSB members.1  Volunteers 
may go to the GCA website to sign up for optional tours and the welcome party.  Bobbie 
added that all volunteer expenses are tax deductible. 
 
President Susanne described a needlepoint kit available on the GCA website and at the 
Annual Meeting. 
 
President Susanne conducted the Founders Fund vote.  The three 2018 Founders Fund 
Finalists’ projects descriptions were distributed.  Members present voted in favor of   

                                                
1 On 3/13/18, Bobbie noted there are now 598 delegates and 453 volunteers registered.   
Twenty-one of the volunteers are GCSB members.   
 



“A Therapeutic Garden,” the project that our club will put forward in the GCA national 
competition.  The awards of $30,000 for the winner and $10,000 each for the remaining 
two will be given at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Members were encouraged to continue to shop at the mini fundraiser set up outside.  
 
 
Adjournment: There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:27 a.m.  
 
The April General Meeting will be an Open Meting on Tuesday, April 9, 2018 
Music Academy of the West 
Lehmann Hall 
 
Program: Steve Windhager, Ph.D. introduced today’s speaker Eamon O’Byrne who 
presented “Santa Cruz Island, Santa Barbara’s Galapagos”. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leslie Power,  
Recording Secretary  
 
  



 

	

	

 
2018 FOUNDERS FUND AWARD FINALISTS 

Proposal Summaries 
	

Roots Rising: A Food Truck and Financial Stability 
Proposed by: The Lenox Garden Club, Zone I 

Seconded by: The Worcester Garden Club, Zone I 
 

Roots Rising seeks to launch a non-profit food truck that will be a mobile classroom, a work site, a 
business incubator and our flagship enterprise. At-risk teens who work on farms, in community gardens 
and in food pantries will source ingredients from local farms and prepare nutritious meals that will be sold 
to the community while they learn entrepreneurial, horticultural, and culinary skills. 

 
Dunbar Garden Kitchen-Classroom 

Proposed by: The Little Rock Garden Club, Zone IX 
Seconded by: The Memphis Garden Club, Zone IX 

 
For 25 years Dunbar Garden has provided educational opportunities to students and adults. 
The proposed kitchen-classroom will facilitate cross-curriculum knowledge to over 800 children via 
workshops in the neighboring community. 
 
Visualize children cooking and eating eggs gathered from their chickens; honey on bread ground from 
wheat they have grown; marketing locally their herbs and vegetables, if the children have not eaten them 
first!?! 
 
Dunbar’s current primitive facilities limit the programs sowed and excitement reaped! 
 
 

A Therapeutic Garden: Nurturing Plants and Lifting Spirits 
Proposed by: The Kenilworth Garden Club, Zone XI 
Seconded by: The Evanston Garden Club, Zone XI 

 
Misericordia provides care to over 600 children and adults with wide ranging developmental disabilities. 
The installation of a garden that will include walker/wheelchair accessible paths and raised work spaces 
will allow the staff to implement horticultural therapy techniques, gardening activities and vocational 
training. In addition to these everyday activities, the tangible benefits are beyond measure: increasing 
awareness and enjoyment of the outdoor world, facilitating communication and socialization, improving 
focus and reducing stress and anxiety. 


