
 
The Garden Club of Santa Barbara 

General Meeting 
Monday, December 4, 2017 

Montecito Covenant Church 
 

President Susanne Tobey called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. 
 
President:  Susanne welcomed all and thanked the Montecito Covenant Church                                   
for hosting the meeting.  She thanked Joan Zacher for providing refreshments.  Additionally, she 
thanked Alex Bongaerts for providing greens for today’s Visiting Nurse and Hospice floral 
arrangements that members would create during the meeting and, be delivered immediately after.   
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the November General Meeting were approved as distributed. 
 
Treasurer:  Carol Newman reported account balances of $26,413.35 in the Administrative 
Account and $50,000.00 in the club’s Community Fund Account for a total of $76,413.35 in our 
checking account. 
 
President:  Susanne reported for officers and committee chairs, except Membership and Ways 
and Means, rather than pull them away from creating bouquets. 
 
First Vice President:  No report. 
 
Second Vice President:  No report. 
 
Communications:  Susanne invited members to continue to review the website for new photos 
and topics of interest. 
 
Conservation:  Susanne announced that the C-Change Primer Presentation would be held at 
4:30 p.m. on January 25, 2018, at Casa Dorinda.  This is a special opportunity for members to 
hear Kathleen Biggins’ climate change primer as it was presented at last year’s National Affairs 
and Legislation (NAL) meeting.  More details will follow in the Budding News. 
 
Alex Bongaerts, Amy Mayfield, and Teri Taylor will represent our club at the NAL Meeting in 
Washington, D.C. from February 26 to March 1, 2018.  Additionally, any member may register 
and attend at their personal expense. 
 
Floral Design:  Susanne noted that our club’s Floral and Botanic Art designs exhibited in our 
recent flower show, Star Power, are featured in this season’s By Design.  If you have not 
subscribed to this GCA floral design publication you may do so by logging into the GCA website 
under publications.  Susanne thanked Laura Kuhn for organizing today’s task of creating 
arrangements for Visiting Nurse and Hospice.  Laura informed all that the arrangements would 
be centerpieces for the Angels Among Us luncheon and then delivered to Hospice patients and 
families who have lost loved ones in the past year.  Lady Buds will not meet this month. 
 



Garden History and Design:  No report. 
 
Horticulture:   Susanne announced that rose pruning at Casa del Herrero is being organized.  
Stay tuned for information and dates. 
 
Membership:  Dana Kent reminded those who plan to propose someone remember that they 
must contact the Membership Chairman with the candidate’s name by November 1.  After 
meeting with her committee and the executive board she will give the proposer the go-ahead to 
proceed with the application that must be completed, accompanied by two sponsoring letters, and 
submitted to the Membership Chairman by January 31.  At the January General Meeting the 
Membership Chairman will announce the names that have been submitted and invite members to 
call her within the two following weeks to provide further information. 
 
Dana asked members to keep the following in mind when considering proposing someone. 

“We all have friends, neighbors and relatives who fill important niches in our lives.  We 
must ask ourselves if our Garden Club is really right for a particular friend and is that friend 
really right for the GCSB.  Is she truly interested in gardening, conservation, and in creating a 
beautiful environment as well as participating in floral design? 
 

Membership is a long-term commitment.  The provisional year is demanding and time 
consuming; the candidate must be willing to plan her time accordingly.  While there is no 
maximum age for admission, we want members who will have adequate time and energy to hold 
various club positions and be able to move into leadership roles within our club and within GCA.  
Could your candidate work consistently for many years to reinforce the club and its goals?  Can 
you see her as one of tomorrow’s leaders? 
 

Consider your candidate’s personality.  Is she compatible with our group?  We must like 
one another in order to work together.  A new member should enjoy being a member.  Rather 
than social standing, consider her wealth of spirit and willingness to work for the good of the 
club and the community.  Can you sincerely envision her as an active and willing contributor to 
our club?  Would she represent us well in the community and at GCA meetings? 
 

With all that in mind and if you have plans to present someone for membership next year, 
be sure to bring her to our February Open General Meeting. This is an excellent way for her to 
see what we are all about.  It is a good opportunity to meet our members, as she should know at 
least five.  It’s important to be thinking of candidates for next year.”   

The February topic is Plant Magic: Gardening for a Healthy Earth. 
 
Programs:  Susanne reminded all that the January General Meeting and program, “A Bee 
Friendly Garden” will be held at Lotusland.  After the meeting there will be an opportunity to 
visit the Lotusland Insectuary with Lotusland’s Corey Welles.  She asked all to please arrange 
their calendars to take advantage of this special opportunity. 
 
Projects:  Susanne reminded members that all applications for project funding are due in 
January.  She encouraged all to please reach out to worthy organizations and make them aware 



of this deadline.  Next year our club will fulfill our obligation of the second year of funding for a 
portion of Lotusland’s Japanese Garden.   
 
Visiting Gardens:  Susanne requested members contact Norma Jean Shaw or Mary Thomas if 
interested in joining the trip to Charleston, April 2 to 7, 2018.  Reservations will be confirmed on 
a first paid, first served basis.  Members are advised to contact Norma Jean, or to use the link in 
the Budding News, if they wish to add their name to an interest list.  Susanne added that GCA 
has wonderful tours including one to Scotland; information can be found on the GCA website. 
 
Ways & Means:  Accompanied by enthusiastic applause, Susanne thanked chairs Sharon 
Bradford and Amy Mayfield who then asked those who’d made or provided items for the 
Boutique to describe them.  Amy reported that on December 6 members will meet at 9:00 a.m. 
for an “All hands on deck” to set up the Boutique in the hotel foyer.  On December 7 the doors 
will open at 10:00 a.m. for guest shopping.  Members can check-in and begin shopping at 10:30 
a.m.  James Farmer will be signing his books in the Boutique before and after his 11:30 a.m. 
presentation surrounded by members and guests seated at their luncheon tables.   
 
 
Old Business 
 
Members:  Susanne announced that GCA meeting registration, flower show schedule, scarves 
and volunteer opportunities for the April, 2018 Zone Xll Annual Meeting in San Francisco are on 
the GCA website.  She especially expressed hope that members would review the flower show 
schedule and consider participating. 
 
 
New Business   
 
Members:  Susanne commented that in GCA News, GCA publications may now be subscribed 
for delivery to your email box.  Go to Publications on the website, select the publications you 
would like to receive, and click Save.  She reminded members that these publications include By 
Design, The Real Dirt, ConWatch, focus, and the Bulletin.   
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:14 a.m.  
 

The December General Meeting will be on  
Monday, January 8, 2017 

Lotusland 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leslie Power,  
Recording Secretary  


