
 
 

The Garden Club of Santa Barbara 
General Meeting 

Monday, October 2, 2017 
Santa Barbara Maritime Museum 

 
President Susanne Tobey called the meeting to order at 9:34 am. 
 
President: Susanne welcomed all and thanked the Maritime Museum for hosting the 
meeting.  She thanked Laura Kuhn, April Reissen and provisional for providing the floral 
arrangements.  She also thanked hostesses Mary Thomas, Sherry Tilton and Cornelia 
McGrath.  Teri Taylor was congratulated on the publication of the new roster.  She then 
introduced Wilson Quarré, President of the Board, Santa Barbara Maritime Museum, who 
welcomed all. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the June Annual Meeting were approved as distributed. 
 
Treasurer:  Carol Newman reported account balances of  $ 34,900.35 in the 
Administrative Account and $ 50,000.00 in the club’s Community Fund Account.  
Carol will send by email to the committee chairs the budgets for this fiscal year.  She 
asked members to use the Treasurer’s Form to request reimbursement and to submit 
income reports.  The form is on our website in the Members Only section.  Carol reported 
that 41 of the 2018 GCA Annual Meeting scarves have been sold.  She reminded 
members one scarf is an aubergine silk georgette shawl ($140 each) and three more are 
silk twill squares in cream, periwinkle, or pink ($125 each). The sale of scarves is the 
primary fundraiser for the Annual Meeting that Zone XII is hosting this year.  They can 
be purchased by check or credit card.  To promote sales, she encouraged all who wore 
their scarves to stand.  
 
First Vice President:  No report. 
 
Second Vice President:  In Betsy Coates’s absence, President Susanne informed 
members that Betsy held an orientation and luncheon for our outstanding provisionals, 
Dawn Lafitte, Lana McIntyre, Meghan Stoll, who provided the floral arrangement for 
today’s meeting, and our honorary member, Botanic Garden Executive Director Dr. Steve 
Windhager. Their bios have been emailed to Tina Wood for Budding News.  Garden 
write-ups with photos have been forwarded to Sara Sewall.  
  
Monica Tucker paid tribute to Ricky Allen, a much appreciated and loyal member who 
loved to plant-- especially her white sweet peas, and also respectfully acknowledged the 
passing of Barbara Spaulding, Alex Bongaerts’ mother, and Gail Kay’s husband,  Jerry. 
 
Communications:  Vicki Hough and President Susanne informed members of the need 
to upgrade our website system.  Committee Chairs will email Vicki their committee’s 
purpose statement and something about what the committee will be doing this year.  In 



Budding News, Vicki will educate members about Paperless Post as well as how to go 
from a personal account on Instagram to the GCSB account. 
 
Conservation:  No report. 
 
Floral Design: April Riessen described plans for a Christmas Workshop, floral 
arrangements for the year’s general meetings, and a presentation by designer Kim Curtis 
set for the April general meeting.  Betsy Coates and Cheryl Miller will attend the FASG 
Fall Workshop.  Laura Kuhn will chair Flower Arranging for Cancer Survivors. To assist 
on October 26, please reply to Laura.  Nancy Read will chair Lady Buds, which meets 
next month, November 8, at 9:00 AM at Jocelyne Meeker’s home.  Details will be posted 
in Budding News throughout the year. 
 
Garden History and Design:  In Sara Sewall’s absence President Susanne reminded 
members that two properties, one with a garden designed by Lockwood De Forest and the 
other a Lutah Maria Riggs property, have been identified to begin the process for GCA 
documentation.  President Susanne informed members that she has asked Sara to share 
the template she designed to assist members who have not documented their gardens.   
 
Horticulture: Sally Fairbanks announced that she attended the Shirley Meneice 
Conference, its purpose to foster a love of gardening, which this year focused on 
Omaha’s tall grasses.  Additionally, she encouraged all to participate in the GCA 
focus Online Contest: focusing on The Freeman, the first collaboration between the 
Photography and Horticulture Committees.  For contest details see: 
https://www.gcamerica.org/members/photography?ResourceID=2938. 
 
Hospitality:  In Joan Zacher’s absence President Susanne announced that after having 
researched other venues all is set at the Valley Club for the Annual Meeting and 
luncheon.  Because the club is closed Mondays the luncheon meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, June 6, 2018.   
 
Membership: Dana Kent encouraged all to think of whom they’d like to propose and 
bring them to Open General Meetings, the first on November 6 at the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art and the second on February 5 in the Sanctuary of the Montecito Covenant 
Church. 
 
Projects:  In Tisha Ford’s absence President Susanne commented that in recognition of 
our two-year grant The Cancer Center wants us to choose a tree for our plaque in the 
Healing Garden.  Tisha and Susanne McEwen will attend an upcoming garden reception 
and will finalize the selection.  She and Susanne McEwen mentioned that the Olive 
Grove clean up is progressing. 
 
Programs:  President Susanne congratulated Susanne McEwen for pulling together 
another excellent year of programs, a great cross-section in a wide variety of venues.   
For details see the General Meeting Programs and Events section of the Membership 
Roster, 2017-2018. 



 
Visiting Gardens:  Norma Jean Shaw reported that the Ladue Garden Club of St. Louis 
in Zone XI raved about their recent trip to Santa Barbara in the Summer 2017 issue of the 
GCA Bulletin, complimenting the seven private and five public gardens they visited and 
the GCSB members’ hospitality.  Recently, we hosted visitors to Dani Hahn’s Rose Story 
Farm plus Sue McKinley’s and Jocelyne Meeker’s gardens.  Anne Rhett Merrill 
described an outstanding GCSB trip to Charleston, SC planned for April 2-7, 2018.  A 
day trip to The Addison House and The Chinese Garden in Malibu is being considered.  
A GCA trip to South Africa is scheduled for September 8-18, 2018.  For this and other 
GCA trips see Visiting Gardens in the GCA Committee Pages on the GCA website. 
 
Ways & Means:  Sharon Bradford described details of what promises to be a fantastic 
Holiday Fundraiser, A Place to Call Home, on December 7.  Amy Mayfield thanked Mari 
Mitchel who has designed the invitations and encouraged all to attend.  Beginning at 9:30 
am, guests will check-in just outside the main entry doors.  The Boutique will be staged 
in vignettes (e.g., Mudroom, Parlour and Powder Room) throughout the adjacent 
Hallway.  At 11:30 am luncheon will be served in the Ballroom with tables arranged 
around our guest speaker, James Farmer, a classic gentleman who will give his 
presentation after the meal.  The cost is $125 per person.  The chairs will plan a kissing  
ball and potted bulbs workshops.  President Susanne concluded by encouraging us to 
invite our friends to this annual fundraiser. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Members:  President Susanne reiterated the continuation of scarf sales suggesting the 
scarves would make lovely gifts. 
 
 
New Business   
 
Members:  President Susanne announced that our club has been assigned Registration 
for the 2018 Annual Meeting, The Hyatt Regency Hotel San Francisco.  Bobbie Kinnear 
is chairing this committee of volunteers who will check-in the 695 flower show attendees 
and special guests.  Our club will be contributing to the gift baskets, e.g. 700 Santa 
Barbara Bars.  Go to our website for more information.   
 
President Susanne recommended GCA’s new education program for members, On the 
Road with GCA.  She mentioned an upcoming program, Protecting Our Trees.  For all 
program dates and to sign up see the GCA website. 
 
Additionally, Susanne announced that The Santa Barbara Botanic Garden’s Native Plant 
Sale is from September 30 through November 5 and Lotusland’s Exceptional Plants 
Auction and Sale, is October 7. 
 
 



Adjournment:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned  
at 10:30 am.  
 

The November General Meeting will be on Monday, November 6, 2017 
Santa Barbara Museum of Art 

 
Program: Tisha Ford introduced today’s speaker, Mr. Chet Work, Executive Director of 
the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County, whose presentation was titled “Saving Santa 
Barbara’s Unique Landscapes: Strategic Conservation, Not Accidental Preservation.” 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leslie Power,  
Recording Secretary  
 


